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SOCIAL CONDITION. 

MELBOUR~E UNIVERSITY. 

T~i~v ~;livel'- The University of Melbourne was incorporated and en-
llelhourne. dowed by an Act of the Governor and Legislative Council of 

Vktoria, to which the Royal assent was given on 22nd Janu
ary, 1853. The University buildings, together with those of 
the affiliated colleges, are situated in 106 acres of ground, in 
the southern part of Carlton. The University consists of a 
Council and Senate, and is incorporated and made a body 
politic with perpetual succession. It has power to grant 
degrees, diplomas, certificates, and licences in all faculties 
except divinity. The Council consists of 20 members elected 
by the Senate. It elects two of its· members to be Chancellor 
and Vice-Chancellor respectively. The ordinary tenure of 
office of Councillors is five years, but those members who 
were in office on 7th June, 1881, have a life tenure. The 
Senate consists of all male persons who have graduated doctor 
or master in the University. It elects a 'Varden annually 
from its members. Control and management are in the 
hands of the Council. Council and Senate conjointly make 
statutes and regulations. There is no religious test for ad
mISSIOn. The Governor of Victoria for the time being is 
the Visitor, and has authority to dO' all things which appertain 
to Visitors. By Royal letters patent of 14th March, 1859, 
it is declared that the degrees of the University of Melbourne 
shall be as fully recognized as those of any University 
in the United Kingdom. Scholarships, exhibitions, and prizes 
are provided in all the principal subjects, the cost being de
frayed partly out of University funds and partly by private 
bequests. In the matter of endowment by private persons, 
the Melbourne University does not, however, compare favour
ably with others. The Act provides for an endowment of 
£9,000 annually for maintenance and management. Ad
ditional grants are voted annually by Parliament for main
tenance, and from time to time for building purposes. Since 
1853 the total amount received from the Government was 
£718,262-£154,012 for building and apparatus, £459,000 en
dowment under "Special Appropriation Act," l6 Vict. 34, and 
£105,250 additional endowment by annual votes of the Legis
lature. In addition, the Council derives income from the fees 
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paid by students for lectures, examinations, certificates, and 
diplomas. These are charged as follow:-

For the degree of Bachelor of Arts, £12 12s. per annum. 
-For the degree of Bachelor of Science, £21 per annum. 
For the degree of Bachelor of Laws, £12 12s. for each of the 1st and 2nd years; £25 48. 

for each of the 3rd and 4th years. 
For the degree of Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery, £21 per annum. 
For the degree of Bachelor of Civil Engineering, Bachelor of Electrical Engineering, 

Bachelor of Mining Engineering, £18 18s. for the 1st year; £21 for the 2nd 
year; £25 4s_ for each of the 3rd and 4th years. 

For the degree of Bachelor of Music and Diploma in Mnsic, £12 128. per annum. 
For the course for Diploma of Education, £6 6s_ per annum. 
For single subjects, special fees are charged, ranging from £3 3s. each annually for 

Art subjects to £21 for Science subjects, in which laboratory work plays a 
great part. 

For admission to degrees, £5 5s. is payable by bachelors, £10 lOs. by masters, £5 58. 
for any ad eundem degree. 

For any diploma, £3 3s. is the fee. 
]<'01' certificates of matriculation, attendance upon lectures, etc., special small fees are 

charged. 

The number of students who presented themselves for the Matricula· 
matriculation examination, the number that passed, as w.ell ~\~~I:J'a~ce 
as those matriculated, who entered the Melbourne UniversIty at lectures. 
as undergraduates, and the number attending lectures, in each 
of the five years 1899 to 1903, were:-

MATRICULATION AND ATTENDANCE AT LECTURES, 1899 TO 1903. 

Numb.r Presented lor- Students who Passed the 
Matriculation Examination. Number 

Matriculated 
Year. and Number 

Less than Admitted as Attendin 
Matriculation Required Under· Lectures. 
Examination. Numbor of Number. Percentage. gradnates. 

g 

Subjects. 
--------------- ---------- --

1899 1,496 261 559 45'3 108 727 
1900 1,479 320 443 38-2 101 647 
1901 ],438 302 511 45'0 137 584 
1902 1,415 368 490 

I 
46'8 124 621 

1903 1,566 367 478 39-9 III 628 
: 

.. ----.. 

The number of candidates in 1903 was greater than in any 
year since 1892. Of the 628 students who attended lectures 
in 1903, 123 attended in Arts, 51 in Laws, 64 in Engineering, 
251 in Medicine, 13 in Science, 102 in Music, and 24 in Edu· 
cation. 

The number of degrees taken in 1903 was 140, 135 of Degrees_ 
jwhich were direct and 5 ad eundem, as against a total of 
755 for the five preceding years, or an average of 151 per year. 
The direct graduates numbered 724, and the ad eundem 
degrees 31 in the five preceding years. Of the total np.mber 
of 3,499 degrees conferred, 245 were conferred on women, 243 
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of which were direct and 2 ad! eundem; and 125 of which were 
the degree of BachE'lor of Arts, 55 Master of Arts, 26 Bachelor 
of Medicine, 1 Doctor of Medicine, 24 Bachelor of Surgery, 
1 Bachelor of Laws, 7 B~_chelor of Science, 5 Master of Science, 
and 1 Bachelor of Music. The following table shows the 
number of degrees conferred at the University between the 
date of its first opening and the end of 1903-the years 1902 
and 1903 being shown separately:-

DEGREES CONFERRED. 
----------,---- -------~~~~~-~--~~-----

Bachelor of Arts ... 
Mastel' of Arts... .. 
Bachelor of Medicine .. . 
Doctor of Medicine .. . 
Bachelor of Surgery .. . 
Master of Surgery· .. . 
Bachelor of Laws .. . 
Master of Laws ... 
Doctor of Laws ... 
Bachelor of Engineering 
Master of Engineering .. . 
Bachelor of Science .. . 
Master of Science .. . 

Prior to 1902. I During 1902 iDuring 1903 

----c---i---:- -,----- --c--~--
~ I Il~ \~il ~ 

~ § .~§.~§ . .s §. 
g ~ "2 C,),~"d&I';i.l'2 & f;::;l"2 
.~ 'd b .~ i"'C b .~ '"dl b .:: "C! b 

_A_ ~ E-< A I <11 E-< -=-_ "::'I!"- A -<1 Eo< 

759 107 866. 16 ... 16 22 ... 1 22 797 107 904 
406 155 561 I 19 ... 19 19 2 21 444 157 601 
542 13 555 27 ... 27 28 1129 597 14 611 

68 98 166 9 ... 9 12 1 13 89 99 188 
455 3 458 28 ... 28 30 .... 30 513 3 516 

7 .~ 1 7 2... 2 2 2 11 ... 11 
294 9

1 

3031 81... 8 9 ... 9 311 9 320 
56 3 59 31' .. , 3 1... 1 60 3 63 
15 20 35......... ..... ... 15 20 35 

110 2 112 I 6

1

'" 6 5... 5 121 2 123 
63 .. . 63 1. . 1 1. "1 1 65 . . . 65 
28 3 3l I 1... 1 2.. 2 31 3 34 
11 ... 11 'I' 1'.. I 4 Ii 5 16 1 17 

Total. 

Doctor of Seience 
Bachelor of Music 
Doctor of Music 

Total 

... 3 3 1' .. , 1 ... '''1'' 1 3 4 
3 2 5 II" . .., ..... 3 2 5 

::: 2,817 42~ 3'23~1~;1~ ~;I~~~!~~ 3,~;4 42~ 3,49: 

AFFILIATED COLLIWES. 

The permission accorded by the "University Act of In
corporation" for the establishnu:'ut of affiliated colleges has 
'been taken advantage of by the clergy and people of the 
Church of England, and of the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Churches of Victoria. SubstH~niial co.Jleges have been built 
upon the sites reserved for this purpose, which are situated 
in the northern portion of the University grounds, fronting 
Sydney Road and College Cresc('nt, Carlton. These colleges" 
which admit students without regard to their religious beliefs, 
are also training seminaries for the ministers of the respective 
denominations. There are efficient sltaffs of lecturers assisting 
the masters in teaching the principal subjects in each of the 
University courses. The Roman Catholic body has not yet 
erected a college upon its site in Madeline Street. 
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The Anglican Church was the first tQ avail its'elf Qf the Trinity 

right. In 1869, Bishop Perry (then Lord BishQP Qf MelbQurne), College. 

assisted by ProfessQr WilsQn and Qthers, undertQQk tQ raise 
the funds required for the college buildings. Their efforts 
were crQwned with success, and the building Qf 'rrinity was 
cQmmenced in the fQllQwing year. Its prQgress was remark· 
ably rapid, and in 1877 it wa,s fQund necessary tQ increase the 
accQmmQdatiQn fQr students. In 1883 the Clarke buildings 
were erected by Sir W .• J. and Mr. JQseph Clarke, and ad
ditiQns have been repeatedly made since that time. In 1886, 
Trinity CQllege HQstel, a hQuse Qf residence fQr WQmen 
students Qf the cQllege, was established by the present 
'Warden, and was carried Qn until 1890 in hQuses rented by 
him. In 1890, mainly thrQugh the munificence Qf Janet Lady 
Clarke, the hQstel was supplied with a permanent building, 
erected within the cQllege precincts, and named "The Janet 
Clarke Buildings." The hostel fQrms an integral part Qf 
Trinity College, and the women students Qf the cQllege CQnse
quently enjQy all its educatiQnal advantages Qn equal terms 
with the men students. The hQstel is Qpen to students Qf all 
religiQus denQminatiQns. The cQllege buildings cQnsist Qf a 
chapel, dining hall, chemical and biQIQgical laboratQries, 
lecture rQQms, libraries, and students' CQmmQn rQQm, in ad-
ditiQn tQ apartments fQr the warden, tutQrs, and students. 
The master is Dr. A. Leeper, M.A., LL.D., Warden of the 
cQllege. 

In 1877, the General Assembly Qf the Presbyterian Church Ormond 

in VictQria apPQinted a CQmmittee tQ take charge Qf the site College. 

in its interests. ShQrtly afterwards it was resQlved tQ raise 
subscriptiQns tQ obtain the CrQwn grant for the land, and 
tQ proceed with the erection of a college. ,Vhen £6,000 was 
subscribed fQr the purpose, Mr. Francis OrmQnd offered 
£10,000, provided that the Church Qbtained £10,000 from other 
sQurces, and in less than a year the CQuncil were in a position 
tG receive Mr. OrmQnd's subscriptiQn. The buildings were 
at Qnce cQmmenced, and the college Qpened in March, 1881. 
It was then annQunced that Mr. OrmQnd WQuld bear the whQle 
expense of the structural part of the building, SQ that the 
remaining subscriptiQns CQuld be entirely devoted tQ pay-
ments fQr fittings, improvements, repairs, etc. In 1883 the 
buildings were enlarged. In 1887 Mr. OrmQnd erected the 
VictQria wing, in hQnQur of the late Queen's .Jubilee. The 
buildings cQmprise lecture and reading rQoms, CQmmQn rQQm, 
and masters', tutQrs', and 'studenis' quarters. Mr. OrmQnd's 
benefactiQns, amQunting to £41,780 during his lifetime, were 
increased under his bequest to a sum which will ultimately 
amQunt tQ £67,000. The cQllege bears the name Qf this 
generQus donor. The master is ~1r. J. H. lVlcFarland, M.A. 



Quefn's 
College. 

University 
Extensicn 

60 Victorian Year-Book, 1903. 

The Conference of the Wesleyan Church in Victoria, in 
1878, appointed a Committee to arrange for the building of a 
college. A request for donations met with a generous 
response, the first donor being Sir William McArthur, who 
made a gift of £1,000. The work of erecting the college was 
not, however, commenced until 1887. It was formally opened 
in March, 1888. The strenuous efforts of the Rev. W. A. Quick, 
in the establishment of the college, entitle him to the honour 
of being practically its foundf'r. In 1889 large additions were 
made to the buildings, which now comprise fully equipped 
lecture rooms, laboratories, library, reading rooms, and apart
ments for the master, tutors, and students. The master is 
the Rev. E. H. Sugden, M.A., B.Sc. 

UNIVERSITY EX'l'ENSION. 

The system of local lectures and classes, known as Uni
versity Extension, which has been in vogue in England for 
nearly 40 years, and has more lately been introduced into 
the countries of Europe and the United States, was organized 
in Victoria in 1891, under a Board appointed by the Mel
bourne University. The system aims at bringing teaching 
of the scope and standard of that given at the University 
itself within the reach of the numerous and constantly grow
ing dass of people whose position in life prevents them from 
attending lectures there, but who wish to devote their leisure 
to systematic reading and study. To these, material assist
ance is given by formal lecturES, illustrated, where the 
subject requires it, by demonstrations and experiments, 
informal classes and discussions, checking written essays, 
and examinations, by men of special training. By thus 
systematising the knowledge of the extension students, 
guiding their reading, and suggesting new methods and new 
directions of inquiry, the higher education is imparted to 
them. The lectures are not of the ordinary popular kind. 
Their primary object is education, they seek to instruct and 
stimulate rather than to entertain; at the same time, they 
endeavour to avoid pedantry and dulness. The lectures are 
delivered in courses, and thus fairly wide subjects are able 
to be treated with some approach to thoroughness. The 
work is carried on by local committees, both in Melbourne 
and suburbs, and in urban centres, acting in conjunction with 
the Central Board. This body supplies a list of suitable 
courses of lectures by competent and approved lecturers, and 
the local committee chooses the le-cturer and subject. Since 
1891, 161 courses of lectures have been delivered, and 19,175 
students enrolled. In 1903 there were 5 centres, 5 courses of 
lectures, and 930 students enrolled. 
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THE STATE EDUCATION SYSTEM. 

'l'he present system of "free, compulsory, and secular" The ednca

-education came into operation on the 1st January, 1873, the ~~o~i¥t~~~~ 
Act having been passed the previous year, and being now, with 
two Amending Acts passed in 1876 and 1889, consolidated 
in the "Education Act 1890," which in turn has been amended 
by Act No. 1777, passed in December, 1901. Before the in-
-ception of the present system, several different systems were 
tried. Prior to 1848 education was left to private enterprise; 
but in that year a denominational system was introduced and 
administered by a Board, subsidy being granted by the State. 
Under that system, religious as well as secular instruction was 
imparted by the teachers-the former being given according 
to the principles of the denomination to which the school 
was attached, the clergy of which also exercised control over 
the instruction imparted. On the separation of Port Phillip 
district from New South Wales in 1851, a Board of National 
Education was established in the new Colony of Victoria "for 
the formation and management of schools to be conducted 
under Lord Stanley's National System of Education, and for 
:administering the funds in connexion therewith." There were 
thus two systems of education under separate Boards in opera-
tion at the same time, which duplicate system continued in 
force until 1862, when it was abolished as being cumbrous and 
-costly. The "Common Schools Act 1862" transferred the 
powers of both Boards to a single Board of Education, pro-
vided a limit to the distance between which schools might be 
established, and fixed a minimum of scholars a school must 
have in order to entitle it to State aid; it prescribed, moreover, 
that four hours each day would be set apart for secular in
struction, and that no child should be refused admission to 
:any school on account of its religious persuasion. Although 
this Act caused some improvement, it was not designed to 
:abolish denominationalism, nor did it reduce the number of 
small schools to any appreciable extent. It continued in force, 
however, for ten years, when it was repealed by the present 
Act in 1872. Under these systems, a fee ranging from 6d. 
to 2s. 6d. weekly was charged to all children except those 
whose parents were in destitute circumstances. Under the 
Act of 1872, education was made free to all willing to accept 
it; compnlsory, in the sense that, whether accepted or not, 
evidence mnst be produced that all children are educated up 
to a certain standard; and secular, no teacher being allowed to 
give other than secular instruction in any State school build-
ing. Every facility is, however, afforded to the clergy of any 
'(ienomination to assemble any of the children of the parents 
who desire it in a school room and impart religious instruction. 
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In each school four hours at least are set apart during 
each school day for secular instruction, two hours of which 
are to be before, and two hours after, noon. Secular instruc
tion, in the case of children over nine years of age, includes 
the teaching of some recognised lesson books on the laws of 
health and lessons from some recognised temperance lesson 
books. 

Parents and custodians of children not less than 6 nor 
more than 13 years of age, are required to procure such 
children to attend a State school at least two hours before 
or after noon for at least 75 per cent. of the days on which 
school is open. Non-attendance may be excused for either of 
the four following causes :-(1) If the child is receiving efficient 
instruction in some other manner; or (2) has been prevented 
from attending by sickness, fear of infection, temporary or 
permanent infirmity, or any unavoidable cause; or (3) is 12 
year:; of age and has been educated up to the standard, or has 
been excused by a general or particular order of the Minister; 
or (4) that there is no State school within 1, 2, 2i, or 3 miles 
in the case of children under 7, between 7 and 9, between 9 
and 12, and over 12 years of age respectively. In regard to 
the latter cause, however, in cases where schools are closed 
through low average attendance, or where the number of 
children would warrant the department in establishing a 
school, allowances are made by the department for the con
veyance of children to the nearest school. The amount of the 
allowance is 3d. per day for children over 6 and under 12 who 
reside between 2i and 3 miles from the nearest school, or 4d. 
per day for all children over 6 and under 15 who reside 3 miles 
or over from the nearest school. Parents and custodians who 
fail to make a child attend as provided may be summoned 
and fined 5s. for the first, and between 5s. and £1 for each 
subsequent offence, or in default 7 days' imprisonment; and 
truant officers are appointed to see that the compulsory pro
visions' are carried out. 

There are at present 374 school districts, in each 
of which a Board of Advice is elected every three years 
by the ratepayers in the district, the members of such 
Boards teing 7 or 5 according to the size or importance of the 
district. The main functions of a Board of Advice are:-To 
report on the condition of schools and premises, whether new 
ones are required, and as to books, furniture, gymnastic ap
pliances or other requirements; to suspend teachers for mis
conduct, and report cause to the Minister; to visit schools, 
record the number present, and its opinion as to the general 
condition and the management of the schools in the district; 
and to endeavour to induce parents to send their children 
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regularly to school, to compare the attendance with the roll, 
and report names of parents who fail to comply with the com
pulsory clauses. 

The following are the subjects instruction in which is Free 

absolutely free:-Reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geo- subjects. 

graphy, history, drill, singing, drawing, elementary science, 
manual training, gymnastics, and swimming where practic-
able; lessons on the laws of health and on temperance 
previously mentioned; and sewing, needlework, cookery, and 
domestic economy for girls. For instruction in other 
branches, fees are charged to the parents, and the teacher is 
entitled to such fees if the inspector is satisfied with the 
instruction imparted. 

In the latter half of 1902, a revised programme of free New.free 

instruction was issued, the provisions of which are such as subjects. 

to secure a more realistic treatment than. formerly of the 
essential subjects of school education, and a larger share of 
attention to the training of the hand and eye through manual 
instruction in various forms. The requirements from infant 
teachers were also made such as to secure methods of teaching 
in accord with the principles enunciated by Froebel, the 
founder of the kindergarten system. Great activity has been 
displayed in the training of teachers for the new work. In 
January of each year (during the past four years), hundreds 
of country teacherSJ have been instructed, at the University 
and Training College, in such subjects as drawing, brush 
work, paper work, cardboard modelling, kindergarten, ex
perimental science, and nature study; while, at centres 
throughout the State, during the past two years, Saturday 
classes have been held in several of these subjects. 

There were, on the 30th June, 1903, 18 Sloyd centres in Drill, 

operation, attended by 3,740 boys; and 11 cookery centres, :~~~~';'~~~. 
attended by 1,430 girls. Military drill receives a large share dens, &C. 
of attention, and the bigger b()ys of the larger schools are 
enrolled in corps and provided with light rifles'. The teaching 
of swimming is organized when practicable, the children being 
formed into swimming clubs, which hold annual competitions 
at Melbourne and Geelong. The eultivation of school gardens 
and the study of the elements of agriculture are warmly en
couraged by the Department's officers; and every facility 
is made for the holding of arbour days'. 

The following are the extra subjects and the fees charge- Extra 

able:-Latin, French, German, and painting, for which the subjects. 

fee must not exceed one shilling weekly; natural science, 
euclid, algebra, trigonometry, fancy work, elocution, and 
shorthand, fee not exceeding sixpence weekly; and book
keeping and cali,sthenics, fee not exceeding threepence weekly; 
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and such other subjects as may be approved by the Director. 
The instruction in extra subjects must not be given so as 
to interfere with the ordinary free instruction. 

Yearly examinations are held to determine the quality 
of the work done by teachers, and to award merit certificates, 
and to grant certificates of exemption from compulsory attend
ance to children who present themselves. The subjects of 
examination for the latter certificates are:-Reading, writing, 
spelling, composition, and arithmetic; and any child under 13 
years .of age who wishes exemption from further compulsory 
attendance may be so exempt on passing this test. Half
yearly examinations are also held for the pxamination of 
children not attending State schools who desire to prove that 
they are educated up to the standard. 

Male teachers are divided into eight cla.sses and female 
teachers into seven classes, there being no female teachers 
in the first class. The salaries for males, excluding pupil 
teachers, range from £70 to £288, and those for females, 
excluding pupil teachers and sewing mistresses, £56 to £138. 
In addition to these fixed salaries, a sum equal to one-half 
the amount of each salary is obtainable by way of results; 
the efficiency of the instruction imparted by the teacher being 
gauged by an inspector's examination of every scholar who 
has attended the school during any part of the two weeks 
preceding the visit, the examination being restricted to the 
free subjects. It was intended to abolish the system of pay
ments by way of results by Act No. 1777, which provided for 
the repeal as from 31st August, 1902, of the provision con
tained in Sec. 23 of the principal Act, empowering the 
Governor-in-Council to make regulations for these payments. 
A substitute was provided by a subsequent Act, which, how
ever, was afterwards withdrawn. The repeal of the power 
to make regulations for these payments did not affect the 
validity of the regulations then in force, and these payments 
are being continued for the present. In addition to the head 
and assistant teachers, there are foul' classes of male and 
female pupil teachers, with salaries ranging from £30 to £60 
and £24 to £48 respectively, and monitors are appointed, 
males receiving £12 and females £10 per annum. Sewing 
mistresses receive £30 yearly. 

The following statement shows the progress as regards 
State schools, teachers, and scholars since 1872. The figures 
relating to the number of schools and teachers refer to 30th 
June, and those relating to the number of scholars to the 
financial year ended 30th June, for the last two years, and to 
the 31st December for all previous years:-
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ST.A.TE SCHOOLS, ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE, 18i2 TO 1902-3 . 

Year. 

.. - .-.•. -.-------
I ! ]SumLer of Scholars-~----

Number of 
Schools. 

• the lear. Attendance. (estimated) . 
'I fr~~~;~~~o;sf Enrolled during I In Average I 6i~~rA~~~ 

. _-----_. ----, 

I~- 136,055 --. 68,456 I 1872 
1880 
1890 
1898 
1899 
]900 
1901-2 
1902-3 

1,049 
1,810 
2,170 
1,877 
1,892 
1,\)4,8 
2,041 
1,~)88 

,4,215 22!1,723 119,520 II 

4,708 250,097 133,768 
4,618 238,357 134,976 
4,808 239,732 14:;,844 
4,977 243,6fl7 147,020 I 
5,066 257,355 ]50,939 ,I 

5,037 251,655 150,268 

113,197 
195,736 
213,886 
212,164 
214,522 
218,240 
228.21.1 
224; 178 

The falling off in the number of schools in 1898, as com· Increase of 

Pared with 1890 was due to the closing of a number of small schools and 
, • scholars. 

schools and the amalgamation of others. The decrease III the 
scholars enrolled during the same period was entirely due 
to the non·enrollment since 1892 of children under 4i years 
of age, and to payments for conveyance being restricted to 
,those between the ages of 5 and 13. From 1898 to 1902 
there was an annual increase in the number of schools, and 
a very satisfactory annual increase in the number of scholars. 
During the year 1902-3, however, the reduction of 53 in the 
number of schools, as compared with the previous year, is 
due to the closing of some, and to the making of others into 
half·time schools, two of the latter being counted as one 
school. The reduction in the scholars enrolled, and in the 
attendance during the year 1902-3, instead of an increase, as 
in the preceding four years, is mainly due to the severity of 
the drought in that year, which caused the removal of families 
from drought·stricken areas, and a consequent decrease in the 
attendance. 

The following are particulars of the number and per· AgesofState 

centage of distinct children attending State schools, below, at, :~~~f~rs. 
and above the school age (6 and under 13) during the year 
1902-3:-

Under 6 
6 to 13 
13 years 

AGES OF DISTINCT OHILDREN. 

Distinct Children Attending-

Ages. Day Schools. I. Night Schools. Total. 

Per- Per- N Per-
Number. centage. I Number. centage. umber. centage. 
-"-- ~ __ I ___ - ~ _____ ~ __ 

years 12,389 5'56 I 12,389 5'53 .. , ... 
II 

... 
... ... 168,430 75'57 .. . . 168,4,30 75'13 

and upwards .. , 42,050 18'87 1,309 100'0 43,359 19'34 
------ -------------

Toto] .. ' , 222,869 100'00 1,R09 100'0 224,178 10000 

c 
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The number of private schools, instructors in same, and 
individual scholars in attendance in 1872, the year before the 
adoption of the present secular system, for a number of subse
quent years, and for the latest year available, was:-

PRIVATE SCHOOLS AND ATTENDANCE, 1872 TO 1902-3. 

Number of I Numher of Number 
Year (4th Quarter). of Individual 

Schools. _I_Instructors. Scholars. 

1872 888 

I 

1,841 24,781 
1880 643 1,516 28,134 
1890 791 2,037 40,181 
1898 945 2,440 43,926 
1899 901 2,417 48,854 
1900 884 2,348 48,483 
1901-2 872 2,379 43,182 
HJ02-3 798 2,369 42,695 

-----~ -------

On comparing the number of scholars with the number 
attending State schools, as shown in the preceding paragraph, 
it is seen that 16 per cent. of the scholars attending school 
during 1902-3 attended private schools, and the balance, 84 per 
cent., attended State schools. 

Of the 42,695 scholars attending private schools during 
1902-3, 28,924, or 68 per cent., were at the compulsory school 
age (6 and under 13); 4,431, or about 10 per cent., under 6; and 
9,340, or 22 per cent., were 13 and upwards. As compared 
with the ages of State school scholars shown in the preceding 
table, it will be seen that there is a larger percentage under 
and above the compulsory age, but a smaller percentage at 
that age. 

TRAINING COLLEGE. 

There is a college for the training of teachers, student
ships entitling classified teachers and first-class pupil teachers 
to free instruction on competitive examination. The course 
of instruction in the Training College extends over two years, 
and includes history, theory and practice of teaching, English 
language and literature, history of the British Empire, mathe
matics, Latin, science, music, drawing, and IDanual training. 
Holders of studentships are allowed to reside at the Training 
College upon the payment of £12 per annum towards the ex
pense of their board and residence. Holders of studentships 
who may reside at home are entitled to an allowance of £18 
pel' annum towards bO:l1'd and residence. Holders of State 
school exhibitions may be granted a stud£:ntship for any two 
years during the currency of their exhibition, but without 
allowance for board and residence (oiher than that payable to 
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them as exhibitioners.) Studentships,not exceeding five in num
ber in anyone year,may be granted to persons who have passed 
the matriculation examination of the Melbourne University, 
or an approved equivalent, who are at least eighteen years of 
age, and who have been classed as meritorious in the com
petitive examination above mentioned. Such students will 
be entitled to tuition in the course of instruction at the College 
free of expense, but without any allowance for board and 
residence. Every student will be required to enter into an 
agreement, by himself and an arproved surety, not to re
linquish his course of training without the permission of the 
Minister, and for four years after the termination of his 
studentship to teach in any school to which he may be ap
pointed. Persons other than students may, on payment of a 
fee of £10 lOs, per annu.m, be admitted to the course of in
struction at the Training College, or, on payment of a fee of 
£4 4s. per annum, to the course of instruction in Theory and 
Practice of Teaching only. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

Any person may collect, raise, or give a sum of money Scholal'shi!," 

t d f d · h I 1 . h·b·t·· t· and exhlln-owar S oun Ing a sc 0 ars IIp or ex I I IOn In connec IOn tiOllS. 

with any particular State school; and money or land, or both, 
may be bequeathed for that purpose. There are 40 depart-
mentnl srholarships, each of the annual value of £10, tenable 
for three years, open to 6th class scholars under 14 years, upon 
competitive examination. The conditions are that after the 
award of scholarship the scholar shall at the next ensuing 
session become a student in one of the approved secondary 
schools or colleges; shall continue to attend, and shall obtain 
at the end of each year a favourable repvrt from the authorities 
of the same. Where a scholar does not reside within 3 miles 
of an approved secondary school or college, the Minister may, 
at his discretion, allo,w him such sum (not exceeding £5 per 
annum) as will cover the cost of transit to and fro, if the 
school or college is easily accessible by rail or coach; or may 
increase the Scholarship to one of £20 per annum. Examina-
tions of State school pupils for Scholarships offered by 
secondary schools or colleges may be held annually, under 
the supervision of the Department, provided that the con-
ditions under which such ScholarshIps are to be offered have 
been preyiously approved by the Minister of Public Instruc-
tion. Holders of these Scholarships will be eligible to com-
pete for Exhibitions subject to the conditions of the Regula-
tion relating thereto. The Council of Agricultural Education 
offers fiye Scholarships triennially entitling the holders to be 
admitted free of charge to the Agricultural College for a 
course of training. The next examination will be held in 
December, 1906. The holder,s of scholarships under 17 years 

02 
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of age, who have attended regularly at an approved secondary 
school or college for the preceding two yearR, from the 
authorities of which good repGrts have been obtained, and 
who have passed the matriculation examination at the Uni· 
versity, are eligible to compete for twenty exhibitions annually 
awarded by the department. The exhibitions are allotted on 
eompetitive examination in English, algebra, and geometry, 
and any two of the four following languages :~Latin, Greek, 
French, or German; the examination being on the baRis pre
scribed for the preceding matriculation. Each exhibition is 
of the annual value of £40, tenable for three years at technical 
schools, or for four years at the Melbourne University. 

CB~NSUS llETURNS. 

The following statement, taken from the returns of the 
census of 1901, shows the number and percentage of persons 
(excluding Chinese and Aborigines) in the State at different 
ages who could read and write, who could read only, or who 
were unable to read:-

EDUCATION OF TH~: PEOPLE, 1901. 

I I 
Xumber in every 100 

Numbers living in 1901. living at each age 
in 1901. 

Ages. 

I
, AllIe to 1 Al J t I U ble to - I Able to! Able to Unable 

read and ~ e? na d Total. Ireadand read to 
write. I rea on y. rea. I write. : only. read. 

---1--'--1----' -.---
Under 6,rears 4,811 \ 5,2371 146,796 156,844 307: 3'34 93'59 

6 to 13 years 175,797 8,046, 11,2511' lfJ5,094 90'12[' 4'12 5'76 
]3 ,,15 " 50,547 65 II 220 50,832 99'44 '13 '43 
15 ,,25 " 222,076 239 1,245 223,560 99'34, '10 '56 
25 ,,35 " 187,R79 288 1,512 ]89,679 9\1'05 i '15 '80 
35 ,,45 " 155,206 650, 1,994 1:)7,850 9832 'I '41 127 
45 ,,55 " 76,480 [' 1.1201 2,350 79,950 95'66 1 40 2'94 
55 ,,65 " 52,808 1,986 2,994 57,788 91'38 344, 5'18 
6.,> years and upwards 54,809 3,776 4,865 63,450 86'38 '[' 595 7'67 
Unspecified adults... ~~I __ 271~1 __ 1,719 9581

1 

1"57 _ ~'62 

All ages ... 982,060 [ 21,4341173,272 1,170,766 83'46, 1'82 1472 

15 years and upwards 750,905 ,--8,086 ! 15,005 773,996 9702' 1'04 - 1'94 
21 " 613,0181 7,936! 14,035 635,289 96'49: 1'25 2'26 

1 I . 

The number of children from 6 to 13 years of age includes 
those children whose ages were not specified, the total figures 
exclude those whose educational attainments were not re
turned, and in the ages 15 years and upwards are included the 
adults whose ages were unspecifi€d. 
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The numbers of persons in every 10,000 of the population El~~~~;:~n 
who could read and write, and who were unable to rpad, at 190I. 

the last two enumerations, were as follow:-

A t all ages 

" BeLw"e" 6 aud Vl (,chool age) 

" " At 15 311(1 UpWtUd8 

) , ~ , 
At 21 and upwards 

III 1891. 

8,318 
... 8,0~9 

1,682 
9,389 
8,7G9 

611 
9.771 
9,573 

229 
9,728 

... 9,491 
272 

In 190I. 

8,528 could read 
8,M6 could write 
1,472 could not read 
9,'t:!4 could read 
9,012 could write 

576 could not read 
9,S06 could read 
9,702 could write 

194 could not read 
9,774 could read 
9,619 could write 

226 could not read 

A marked improvement is noticeable at all ages, and in 
regard to children at school age the proportion entirely 
illiterate was only 576 per 10,000. 

A comparison of the results of the censuses of 1891 and 1901 Rducation 
of boys and 

in every 10,000 children of school age, i.e., between 6 and 13 ~;IIJ·l~~;: 
years of age, indicates that the educatIOnal attainments of 
both boys and girls had materially improved, as there were 
proportionately more children able to read i.n 1901 than there 
were in 1891. This will be readily seen by an examination of 
the following figures:-

Boys. 
9,357 
8,686 

643 

1891. 

Girls ..... 
9,421 
8,85~ 

579 

1901. 
---"-, 
Boys. GIrlS. 

9,398 9,454 could read. 
8,871 9,056 could write. 

602 546 could not read. 

It is always a noticeablp fact that in Victoria girls are 
much more forward in regard to the rudiments of education 
than are boys. 'Whether it is owing to the fact of a doser 
application to lessons, of less distractions caused by sports and 
gam(>~, or of quicker natural abilities, it is hard to determine. 
This relative backwardness of boys is not a condition peculiar 
to Victoria, but is just as noticeable in the other States. 

The degree of education of children differs somewhat Education 

d· t 1" d .. . b b 'th of children accor Ing 0 re IglOUS enomlnatIon, as wIll e seen y e of different 
sects. 

following figures taken at the census of 1901:-
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EDUCATION OF OHILDREN OF DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS, 190r. 

Religious Denominations. 

Church of England 
Presbyterian 
Methodist 
Other Protestants 

Total Protestanls 
Roman Catholics 
Jews .. , 

Residue 

Total 

Number aged 5 to 15 years. Proportion per cent. 

Able to 
read and 

write. 

Able to 
read only. read. write. only. to lead. 

Unable to r!:Jea~d I A~!:Jo Un~hle 
---1--- --- ----1------

.. , 84,406 

... 36,808 

... 40,769 

.. , I 18,022 
---

... 180,005 
46,468 

1,026 

3,657 

... 231,156 

4,797 
2,032 
2,036 

858 
---

9,723 
2,849 

56 

9,914 85'16 4'84 lO'OO 
4,232 85'46 4'72 9'82 
4,102 86'92 4'34 874 
2,028 86'20 4'lO 9'70 

--- -------'---
20,276 

6,253 
79 

85'72 
83'62 
88'37 

198 497 84 03 4'55 11'42 

85'27 I 473 1- 10 00 12,826 I 27,105 

In addition to these, there were 5,770 children between 
the ages of 5 and 15 whose education was unstated. 

A t the census of 1901 the number of children at school age 
(over 6 and under 13 years) resident in Victoria was 197,704, 
and of these 184,200 were receiving instruction, whilst the 
balance, 13,504, were not under instruction nor receiving any 
education whatsoever. There were also 43,353 children either 
above or below the school age, making a total of 241,057 
children under instruction. Of every 1,000 of these, 783 were 
educated at State schools, 33 at colleges and grammar schools, 
72 at denominational schools, 63 at private schools, and 10 at 
unspecified schools, whilst the balance of 39 were educated at 
home. Of the 13,504 at school age who were returned as not 
receiving any instruction at all, 4,608 were in Melbourne and 
suburbs, 2,209 in country cities, towns, and boroughs, and 6,687 
in rural districts. Of the children at school age resident in 
Melbourne and suburbs, 6 '13 per cent., of those in country 
towns, &c., 7 '03 per cent., and of those in rural districts 7 '34 
per cent. were not receiving instruction. 

i'.ducation As a measure of the progress of education under the free, 
~f children. compulsory, and secular system, it may be mentioned that 
a~d~;~~- 90 '12 per cent. of children of school age (6 to 13 years) 
~ir:,s~~her at the census of 1901 were able to read and write, as against 
States, 87 '69 at that of 1891, 81'70 in 1881, and 65 '60 in 1871, just 

before the introduction of the system. The percentage just 
mentioned as being able to read and write at the census of 
1901 (viz., 90 '12) is considerably higher than that in any other 
State in the Commonwealth, the percentage being, at the 1901 
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~ensus, 84 '42 in Queensland (Australian born children only), 
82'05 in Western Australia, 82'00 in South Australia, 80'35 
in New South Wales, and 78'77 in Tasmania. 

STANDARD 0]' EDUCATION. 

The proportion of either sex who showed their want of Sig'lIi,,!: 

elementary education, by signing the marriage register with ;:;~~kS. 
a mark instead of in writing, is given in the following table 
for each fifth year from 1875, and for the years 1898 to 1903:-

SIGNING THE MARRIAGE REGISTER WITH MARKS, lSi 5 TO 1903. 
Year. Men. ""omen, Mean. 

Per cellt. Per cent. Per cent.. 
1875 5'48 9'43 7'46 
1880 4'18 4'09 4'13 
1885 2'56 2'62 2'59 
1890 150 1'53 1'52 
1895 '89 '67 '78 
]898 '73 '62 '67 
1899 '85 '68 '76 
1900 '66 '85 '76 
19u1 '56 '50 '53 
1902 '67 '54 '60 
1903 '69 '50 '59 

It will be observed that in proportion to the total numbers Increased 

married, a very satisfactory increase has taken place during ~~~~~~Tn 
the 20 years ended with 1895 in the numbers of both sexes writing, 

signing the marriage register in writing, in that nearly every 
year, as compared with its predecessor, a smaller proportion 
of persons signed with their marks. Since 1895, this pro
portion remained at a somewhat uniform level, until the last 
three years, when it was the lowest. It is probable, however, 
that the irreducible minimum has almost now been reached, 
for a certain residuum of the population will remain illiterate 
even under the compulsory system of education which prevails 

, in Victoria. This is confirmed by the results of the census 
of 1901, which show that the percentage of males aged 21 
years and upwards (exclusive of Chinese and Aborigines) who 
could not write was 3'18, and that of females aged 15 years 
'and upwards, 3 '23; whereas at the age groups 15 to 20, im
mediately following the school period, the percentage was 
'81 for males and '45 for females, so that the persons at all 
ages now marrying in Victoria are not only far better in
structed than the general population, but are quite as well 
educated as those who have just completed their school life. 

Compared with England and Wales, Scotland, and Ire
land, where the proportions signing with marks were 2'70, 2'37, 
and 8 '45 respectively, the elementary educational standard 
is very high in this State, which in this respect occupies the 
highest position in Australasia. 
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TECHNICAL SCHOOLS. 

All the technical schools, under which n<1me are included 
the Schools of Mines, vVorking Men's College, and Schools of 
Art and Design, are managed by local c0uncils elected by 
subscribers. The Education Department, however, r(~tains the 
general direction of technical education, and decides when 
schools are to be opened. Regulations are issued defining the 
powers of the councils, allotting the Goyernment grants, and 
providing for the instruction and examination of the students. 
In the schools of art and design, the subjects taught comprise 
practical geometry, mechanical and architectural drawing, 
perspective, model, and freehand drawing. The schools of 
mines, which have been established at the principal mining 
centres, provide both theoretical and practical instruction, 
not only in all the subjects in any way connected with mining 
pursuits, but also in the arts and slliences generally; whilst 
a wide range of subjects is taught at the working men's and 
other colleges. In 1902-3, there were altogether 18 technical 
schools in the State. Five of these afforded instruction in 
Rcience, art, and tmde subjects; 5 in art and science; 2 in art 
and trade; while 5 schools confined their teaching to art; and 1 
to science subjects only. Five schools, viz., the \¥orking Men's 
College, Melbourne, and the Schools of Mines at Ballarat, 
Bendigo, Bairnsdale, and Stawell, are classed as certified 
science schools, and are eligible to receive State school ex
hibitioners. 'l'he schools. a.s a whole, had, during 1902-3, an 
average enrollment of 3,173 pupils for each term; whilst the 
fees per quarter ranged in the different schools from 3s. to 
£8 15s. The Government expenditure on all the institutions 
in 1902-3 amounted to £16,430. Of this, £13,600 was the 
ordinary Government grant for maintenance, which was 
supplemented by £944 for mis,cellaneous maintenance ex
penditure; £1,601 was for buildings, furniture, &c., and £285 
was loan expenditure on buildings and equipment. Of the 
total amount. the Working Men's College (Melbourne) received 
£4,714; the Ballarat School of Mines, £3,508; the Bendigo 
School of Mines, £1,501; the Stawell School of Mines, £605; 
and the Bairnsdale School of Mines, £726. These amounts 
are exclusive of £1,008 miscellaneous expenditure on all the 
technical schools. 

T:~~:!fi'~n In June, 1899, a Royal Commission was appointed to in-
R?y~l co;'. quire into the mining, agricultural, trades, and art schools of 
mISSIOn on. the State, and to report as to the best method of carrying 

on technical instruction in such schools; to consider the ad· 
visability of the affiliation of the mining schools with the 
University; to report as to the adoption in the State schools 
of elementar~' instruction in sciences pertaining to mining. 
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agricultural, dairying, and manufacturing pursuits; and 
generally to recommend what means should be adopted for the 
better provision of a systematic course of technical instruction. 
The Commission was under the presidency of Mr. Theodore 
Fink, M.L.A. Many sittings were held, and, after the issue 
of five progress reports, the final report was presented in 
August, 1901. This report deals fully with the strides made 
in technical education in Germany and the principal European 
countries, and contains a survey of the systems in force in 
those countries, in the United Kingdom, the United States, 
Canada, Japan, the Australian States, and New Zealand. A 
synopsis, historical and general, is also given of the system 
in vogue in Victoria. Some of the principal recommendations 
made by the Commission are:-The establishment of State 
continuation schools, in view of the need for some form of 
preparatory education bridging the gap between the State and 
technical schools; the abolition of the existing local councils 
of technical schools, and the substitution ,of committees 
representative of the best educational thought of the localities 
-such committees to be represented on a General Council of 
Education; the establishment in the suburbs of Melbourne of 
classes to afford working tradesmen a knowledge of drawing, 
geometry, and other subjects applied to their trades; a liberal 
provision for scholarships; the introduction of legislation for 
fixing the period of apprentireship in different trades, and for 
affording facilities for attending technical classes during the 
earlier years of apprenticeship; the appointment of skilled 
tradesmen to supervise and report upon the instruction 
affOl~ded in trade subjects; the establishment of a Central 
Technical Art School to afford instruction having the widest 
application to the various industries of the country, and of a 
Technical Art Museum in connection therewith; the establish
ment of systematic courses in commercial education, and of a 
School of Domestic Economy at the Working Men's College. 
and the encouragement of science teaching by the secondary 
schools. 

THE WORKING MEN'S COLLEGE. 

The 'Vorking Men's College is a technical institution and Working 

school of mines, founded in 1887. It is open to all classes and ~:N:~e. 
both sexes, and supplies high-claEs instruction. Its revenue 
is obtained from students' fees, supplemented by a Govern-
ment grant. 

All fees are payable in advance; and no refund is allowed. Fees. 

Students under 18 years of age, and those under 21 in receipt 
of less wages than 25s. per week, and indentured apprentices, 
are admitted at reduced fees to many of the classes. Ex
aminations are held in July l::nd December, and entrance 
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to. these examinations is free to. students o.f the co.llege attend
ing the classes in which they present themselves fo.r examina
tion, pro.vided they have made the necessary attendances. 

FEES PAYABLE. 

Subject. 

Mechanical, Electrical, and Marine Engineering
First year 
Second year 
Third year 

Mining Engineering
First year 
Second year 
Third year 

Metallurgy-
First year 
Second year 
Third year 

Arithmetic 
Practical Geometry 
Workshop Drawing 
Freehand Sketching 
Wood Working 
Algebra 
Mensuration ... . .. 
Geometrical Development 
Metal Plate 'Working .. . 
Mechanical Drawing ... ... 
English Literature, Science, Trade, Commercial, 

and Other Subjects 

Fee. 

£5 per term. 
£6 
£8 

£5 
£6 
£8 

£5 
£(j 
£8 

Various amouuts 
ranging from 

3s. upwards per term. 

Prizes. Special prizes are awarded to. students annually. The 
Magee prize is o.f the annual value o.f £3, and is awarded 
to. the student who. o.btains highest marks at examinatio.n 1n 
the wo.rk o.f the senio.r mechanical drawing class. The Sir 
Geo.rge Verdo.n prize is o.f an annual value equal to. the interest 
o.n the amo.unt o.f the dono.r's endowment o.f £210, and is 
awarded for excellence o.f design and wo.rkmanship in any 
technical o.r trade subject. The Turri prizes, awarded for 
o.riginal inventio.ns o.f students, consist o.f o.ne prize o.f £10 lOs., 
two. prizes o.f £5 5s., and five prizes of £1 1s. each. 

By F. A. CAMPBELL, ESQ., DIRECTOR. 

Over o.ne hundred classes are held in the fo.llowing de
partments :-Co.mmercial, elo.cution and music, mathematics, 
engineering, architecture, chemistry, mining and metallurgy, 
pho.to.graphy, art and applied art, rural industries, househo.ld 
eco.no.my, and trade co.urses. The wo.rk is divided into.-(l) day 
co.urses, and (2) evening co.urses and class·es. In the day co.urses, 
the lo.wer technical scho.o.l prepares fo.r the higher technical 
scho.o.l, and also. gives bo.ys after they have left scho.o.l a co.urse 
o.f practical training, fitting them to. enter intelligently o.n any 
line. of industrial wo.rk. The higher technical scho.o.l prepares 
students fo.r the higher positio.n.s o.f industrial life, and has 
the follo.wing co.mplete coursfs:-(1) Mechanical engineering, 
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(2) electrical engineering, (3) marine engineering, (4) mining 
engineering, (5) sanitary engineering, (6) municipal engineer
ing, (7) metallurgy, and (8) applied chemistry. To students who 
complete any of the above courses, pa8s the necessary 
examinations, and produce evidence of having obtained twelve 
months' approved practical experience, the Diploma of 
"Associateship" of the College is issued. 

In the evening school, the following courses are in opera
tion for Experts' Certificates :-(A) carpenters, (B) fitters and 
machinists, (Ba) marine engineers, (C) cabinet makers, (D) 
plumbers, (E) house decorators, (F) modellers and terra cotta 
workers, (G) lithographic artists and draftsmen, (H) photo
graphers, (I) electricians, (J) assayers, (K) geologists, (L) 
metallurgists, (M) municipal engineers, (N) commercial, (0) 
wool. The following figures indicate the comparative amount 
of work done at the college during the years 1899 to 1903:-

STUDEN'rs AT WORKING MEN's COLLEGE, 1899 TO 1903. 
- .. -----~---~-~-----_:____--__c_--~ 

1899. I 1900. I I~OI. 1902, I 1903. 

students enrolled
Average per term 
Males over 21 

under 21-Apprentices 

" " 
Others 

Females ... .., 
Fees received during the year £ 
Average fee per student 
N urn bel' of classes 

" instructors 

-~1,~94~3~ ~~2~'~10~0-11-~2,~16~2~ 2'364-1---~~: 

!!~ !!~ I' ~*! 1,~H JH 
485 542 473 598 465 

4,113 5,396 I 6,236 7,485 7,050 
1 43s. 6d. 51s.3d. 578. 8d. 638. 8d. \65S, 7d, 

Salaries paid instructors 
I 

198 134 156 161 163 
46 49 51 53 I 55 

£ 4,157 5,408 6,106 7,479 6,392 

JllIELBOUItNE PUBLIC LIBItARY. 

The buildings of the Melbourne Public Library, Mus~ums, Melbo:urne 

and National Gallery cost £215,202. These funds, were· pro- rr~:I~~y. 
vided by the Government, as also were further moneys ex
pended on maintenance, amounting, with the sum just named, 
to a total of £988,935. At the end of 1903 the library con-
tained 149,500 volumes. It is open to the public, without 
:payment, on week days between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
10 p.m., and was visited during the year by 354,376 persons. 
The library consists of three distinct sections, viz :-the Public 
Library, the Lending Library, and the Country Lending 
Library. The librarian reports that 4,293 volumes were 
purchased, 1,412 volumes presented, 206 volumes obtained 
under the "Copyright Act," and 40,089 newspapers were added 
to the Reference Library during the year. The Lending 
Branch, which is also free to the public, is.sued178,775 
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volumes during 1903, and the number of persons to whom the 
books were lent was 8,443. Of these volumes, 61·7 per cent. 
related to fiction, 18 to history, {)·8 to general literature, H·5 
to religion, philosophy, natural sdence and art, 5·7 to arts and 
trades, and 2·7 per cent. to social science. The number of 
volumes in the Lending Library at the end of 1903 was 20,517, 
of which 1,034 were addied during the year. 

Following on the establishment of the 2Vlelbourne Public 
Library, libraries were founded in many of the larger urban 
towns. The attention of the original trustees of the Mel
bourne Library was directed to these institutions, and to the 
vast number of people whom the distance prevented from 
reaching the building. They, therefore, established a scheme 
by which the larger country centres should have the benefit 
of the collection, and forwarded cases of books on loan for 
fixed periods. To the country towns of less importance cases 
were also sent, and in m:my instances the nucleus of a local 
library was thus formed. This travelling library system, as 
it is called, thus greatly Istimulated the library movement in 
those places where it had been begun, and inaugurated it in 
many places to which as yet it had not spread. At the present 
time loans are made up to 300 volumes at a time to the com
mittees of free libraries and mechanics' institutes, and to the 
councils of municipalities, for a period of one year, with a 
further extension of time if required. The books are selected 
with a view to meeting the special requirements of the dis
trict to which they are to be forwarded, pUblications on mining 
being sent to mining centres, and those relating to agricultural 
and pastoral pursuits to those districts where these industries 
are carried on. Although this scheme is now in operation 
in many countries, research among library records does not 
reveal the existence of anything similar prior to its establish
ment in Melbourne, so that the credit of starting it seems to 
belong undoubtedly to the original trustees of our library. 
Many of the local libraries are now in a position to supply all 
the wants of their patrons without having recourse to these 
loans. 

The National Gallery at the end of 1903 contained 17,327 
works of art, viz., 450 oil paintings, 3,470 objects of statuary, 
&c., and 13,407 water colour drawings, engravings, photo
graphs, &c. It is opened at 10 a.m. and closed at 5 p.m. daily 
on week days (Ohristmas D:lY and Good Friday excepted). 
The school of painting in connexion with this institution was 
attended in the year by 6 male and 18 female students, and 
the school of design by 25 male and 65 female s,tudents. The 
students are encouraged to paint original works, by which 
means it is hoped thp fcun(lfltion may be laid of a school of 
art of purely Australian" subjects. 
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The Industrial and Technological Museum adjoins the Industrial 

~[ltional Gallery, and was opened on the 7th September, 1870. Museum. 

At the end of 1903 it contained 55,208 specimenB'. It is opened 
at 10 a.m. and closed at 5 p.m. daily on week days (Christmas 
Day and Good Friday excepted). 

The collection in the National Museum, formerly kept in National 

a building situated on the grounds of the Melbourne Uni- Museum. 

versity, is now located in the Public Library Buildings. It 
comprises natural history, geology, and ethnology. The 
National Museum is open to the public free of charge on all 
week days throughout the year, except Thursdays, Christmas 
Day, and Good Friday, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. In 1903 the expenditure for specimens, furniture, 
material, &c., was £660. The payments for salaries and wages 
during the year amounted to £2,230. 

FREE LIBBAI~IES, 

Most of the suburban and country libraries have been Free . 

in the habit of receiving Government aid. Of these, twenty- llhrarles. 

five are situated within ten miles of Melbourne, and received 
£156 during the year 1902-3; of the remainder, three hundred 
and fifteen are to be found in the most important country 
towns throughout the State. These received for the same 
year £2,344. 

Any of these institutions claiming to participate in the 
grant must be a free library solely, or a free library combined 
with a mechanics' institute, athenffium, or country museum, 
as the case may be, or a country museum solely; but strict 
compliance is required with the following regulation :-"That 
where the free library is part of or connected with a 
mechanics' or other institution all the books of such insti
tution or all the articles in the museum, as the case may 
be, are to be available to the public in the free library or 
museum on all occasions when they are available to sub
scribers." 

Grants are allotted for four purposes:-(l) Reduction of 
debt, (2) building, (3) books, and (4) maintenance. 

(1) "Reduction of debt" will be the reduction of the 
existing debt of any institution. 

(2) "Building" will comprise the erection of or repairs to 
and painting of buildings, fencing-in of the land, and providing 
furniture. 

(3) "Books" will comprise the purchase of books, 
,periodicals, and newspapers, and the binding of the same. 
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(4) "Mainten~nce" will comprise salaries, fuel, light, 
water, cleaning, and incidental expenses, but not more than 
thirty-three per centum of the total revenue (including the 
grant in aid) of any ins,titution shall be expended under this 
head without the special permisf'ion of the Chief Secretary. 

No institution shall receive from the grant more than 
the sum of £20 a year_ 

During the year 1903-4 no proVlslOn has been made by 
the Government for the purpose of aiding the funds of these 
institutions. 

The number of public libraries and mechanics' institutes 
in the State who furnished returns in 1903 was 414; the cost 
of their erection wa,s £719,321; the total of their receipts, is 
as follows:-From Government, £22,012; from municipal coun
cils, £3,119; from private contributions, £9,797; from all other 
sources, £23,430; a total of £58,358. The number of volumes 
(excluding duplicates, pamphlets, &c_, in the Melbourne Public 
Library) is 847,579. The visits to ins,titutions where records 
were kept numbered 3,239,648. 

This library was established in 1878, on a site situated 
at the corner of Sturt and Camp Streets, which was at the 
time occupied by the Mining Board, the District Mining Sur
veyor, and Registrar of Births and Deaths-. 'l'hese officials 
were, however, compensated by the founders of the library 
to the extent of £600. vVith the aid of donations from some 
of the citizens, gifts of books from others, and loans of books 
from the Melbourne Public Library, the Committee were 
enabled in course of time to thoroughly establish the insti
tution. In 1901-2, a sum of £3,000 was expended on a new 
library and reading rooms. It now contains 9,000 volumes 
on science, history, travels, and other subjects, besides a 
supply of reviews, magazines, and newspapers of Great 
Britain and the Commonwealth. The number of visitors 
during the last twelve months was 243,144. Further im
portant additions and improvements are now in contemplation 
whereby the general usefulness of the institute will be greatly 
enhanced. 

This institution was established in 1863 by a number of 
the prominent citizens of Ballarat, and since that time its 
progress has been most satisfactory. It is governed by a 
president and fifteen members of council. ''''ith assistance 
from the Government, town council, and local residents, very 
fine premises have been erected for the use of the general 
public. The library, which is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily, 
except Sundays, contains 16,736 volumes, and adds to its 
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stock about 300 new works each year. It is also liberally 
supplied with the most important newspaper·s and periodical 
literature. A technical and art school is connected with this 
institution, and receives from the Government a grant of 
£450 per annum. It possesses a staff of capable and expert 
teachers who are carrying out good and successful work, with 
an average of 250 students, distributed over several classes. 

This institute was established in 1854. It consisits of two Sandhurst 

sections-the public and lending libraries-which are open to t~l~m~~~~s' 
the public daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. There is connected 
with it a reading room for members of either sex, also a 
special reading room for ladies. The library contains about 
14,000 volumes, and a liberal supply of periodical literature 
is kept up to date. The institute is maintained by members' 
subscriptions, grants by the City Council, rents, and a subsidy 
from the Government, but its present financial condition is 
far from satisfactory, owing to want of public support and 
decreased grants from the Government during late years. 
An amalgamation with the Bendigo School of Mines is con
templated. 

The Geelong Free Library and Museum is located in a Gcelong 

handsome building, originally built by the Chamber of rr~c d 

Commerce at a cost of £11,000. It was purchased in 1876 Mlu::'~~l~n 
from that body for £3,200 for the purposes< of the library and 
museum, which, as &'n institution, had been in existence since 
1854. It has been mainly supported by residents of the town, 
and amply suppli~s all requirements. The average daily 
attendance is about 460. The library contains over 5,500 
books, comprising works of fiction, poetry and the drama, 
educational, scientific, geological, religious, biographical, 
classical, and other works, together with daily, weekly,. and 
monthly pUblications. The museum contains an interesting 
collection of geological and mineralogical specimens, native 
weapons, and objects of national history. In the art gallery 
are several excellent oil paintings, which add largely to the 
attraction of the institution. . In 1903 the receipts were £176, 
and the expenditure £186. 

This institute was established on a very small scale in Castlemaine 

1855, but from that time onward it has continued to make ~bl~ryan,d 
steady and satisfactory progress. Up to the end of 1903 the In~~i:~~s 
buildings erected cost £4,998. For the erection of a large 
hall, which is used for general entertainments and meetings, 
accommodating 600 persons, a sum of £1,100 has l?een 
borrowed. There are at the present time 250 subscribers to 
the institution, which contains suitable and commodious 
reading and other rooms for the use of the general public, 
well equipped with books on various subjects, numbering at 
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the end of the year 9,684 volumes, also magazines, newspapers, 
and illustrated papers. The income for the year from all 
sources was £464, the expenditure £418. 

In October, 1853, a public meeting was held at 'Varrnambool for the purpose of petitioning the Government to reserve 
a block of land for the purposes of a mer:hanics' institute building site. The site then obtained was given up some years 
later, and that upon which the building now stands was ob
tained in its stead. It was not, however, until after the lapse of some years, in August, 1871, that the Committee were in a position to erect buildings thereon. In this year a reading 
room was erected, at a cost of £340, and in the September of 
the following year four additional rooms were added. In 
1885, a large art gallery and museum was added, and opened 
free of all encumbrance. Valuable works of art, curiosities, and historical relics, were gradually collected by the curator. 
In 1889, the museum was transferred to the town council, 
which body removed the collection to the old court-house 
building, thus leaving the hall free for works of art, many of which were purchased at the Melbourne Exhibition of 1888. 
In the same year as the art gallery and museum were founded, 
a school of design was opened, and latH on a class room was added to the building. This school has been succesfully 
carried on up to the present time. Though not quite free from debt, the position of the institution is fairly satisfactory. It comprises a large reading room, furnished with the leading newspapers and magazines'; a library, containing over 6,000 volumes; an art gallery, and school of art. 

!tawellFree This library dates its origIn as far back as 1858, when the ~:':~~i~~:I inhabitants of the Reef, Pleasant Creek, opened a building Institute" for the purpose of a mechanics' institute, circulating library, and reading room. This builc.ing sHved the needs of the people until 1866, when it" was destroyed by a fire. It was replaced by a two-s'tory structur"e, which, in addition, provided space for lodge and 19cture rooms. This building was burnt in 1875, and replaced by the structure now known as the Stawell Free Library and Mechanics' Institute, the cost of which was about £4,000, and at the present time there is upon it an outstanding debt of £500. The library contains 6,500 volumes of various classes of literature, and is well supplied with newspapers, magazines, journals, and illustrated papers. The institute is managed by a committee of 16, 6 members being elected each year by the public, and 6 by the subscribers for the same term; 3 being trustees or permanent members of the committee, and the Mayor of Stawell is, ex officio, its president. The receipts during 1903 were £445. 
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SPECIAL LIBRARIES. 

There is a free library attached to the Patent Office, Mel- Pa~entOffiee 
bourne. This contains about 7,500 volumes" consisting of the LIbrary 

patent records of Great Britain, Victoria, New South 'Wales, 
South A ustralia, Queensland, New Zealand, Canada, the 
United States, France, Italy, Germany, &c., and other works 
relating to Science, Patents, ar..d 'l'rade Marks. About 200 
models of patented inventions may also be seen on application 
to the officer in charge. The approximate value of the books 
and models is £3,500. '1'he library is opt'n to the public on 
each week day, except Saturday, between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., and on Saturday from 9 a.m. until noon. 

The Supreme Court Library at Melbourne has eighteen Supreme 

branches in the assize towns. It is free to members of the r?b';';ry. 
legal profession between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., except 
on Saturdays, when it closes at noon. It is supported by fees 
paid under Acts of Parliament :md rules of court for the 
admission of barrister'S and attorneys. 

EXHIBITION BUILDINGS. 

The Exhibition Buildings', which are situated in the Exhibition 

Carlton Gardens, :Melbourne, when first opened, in October, ~~~~Iii:f!, 
1880, occupied a total space of 907,400 square feet. '1'he and 

• • Museum. 
ongmal cost of the permanent structure was £132,951, of the 
temporary annexes, £83,111; gardens, £18,481; machinery, 
£5,715; organ, £5,560; and miscellaneous expenditure, £547-
making a total of £246,365. After the close of the exhibition, 
on the 30th April, 1881, the annexes were removed, and the 
permanent building was' vested in trustees. Another exhibi
tion was opened in the building on the 1st August, 1888, to 
commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the foundation 
{If the first Australian Colony. On this occasion, a further 
sum of £125,178 was expended upon the re-erection of the 
annexes; £30,986 upon additions, alterations, and decorations 
to the permanent building; £4,854 upon the gardens; £16,471 
upon machinery; £77,128 upon electric lighting; and £8,387 
upon gas and gas fittings-making a total of £2£;2,954. At 
the close of the exhibition, there was realized from the sale 
of various materials, including temporary annexes, a s,um of 
£56,904. The property again reverted to the trustees, who 
report, for the year 1903, that all the buildings are in a good 
and substantial condition, the gardens well maintained, the 
oval improved, the aquarium ana insectarium museums ex
tremely useful, both (rom educatienal and scientific points of 
view. The receipts for the year amounted to £5,910, consisting 
{If an advance from the Treas'ury of £300; rents, £3,758; and 
aqnarium and other receipts, £1,852. The expenditure totalled 
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£5,228, viz., £1,849 for wages, advertisements, feed, live stock). 
and miscellaneous items; £3,379 for maintenance and improve
ment of the building and gardens, insurance and sundry 
expenses. 

THE :'I'£ELBOURNE BOTANIC GARDEN. 

By W. R. GUILFOYLE, ESQ., DIRECTOR. 

The Melbourne Botanic Garden is situated on the south 
side of the River Yarra, and is at a distance of about a mile 
and a half from the city. The area of the garden proper, 
including lawns, groups, &c., is 88 acres, whilst that of the 
lake, including the added elbow, or bend of the River Yarra, 
amounts to 12 acres in addition. This now historic garden, 
together with the Government House grounds (62 acres), and 
the Domain (150 acres), comprises a total of 312 acres. The 
facts as to the commencement and progress of the establish
ment, having been compiled from the most reliable sources, 
are to be found in the new illustrated "Guide Book," as pub
lished by the Government printer in 1901·2, from which the 
accompanying quotation has been taken:-

"The first site chosen for a Botanic Garden was an area of 50 acres, near to 
where the Spencer. street railway station is situated, and was selected by Mr. Hoddle, 
Surveyor-General, in 1842. Afterwards various other localities were proposed, but 
finally, owing mainly to the discrimination and taste of the Hon. Charles Joseph 
La Trobe, first Government Superintendent (afterwards Lieutenant-Governor) of the 
Province of Port Phillip, a portion of the present site was decided upon for the 
purpose. In September, 1845, Dr. Nicholson presented a petition, signed by three 01' 

four hundred of the citizens, headed by the Mayor, praying for the immediate establish
ment of the Botanic Garden, and the sum of £750 was thereupon voted-1845-6-for 
its maintenance. The first superintendent, or curator (Mr. John Arthur), was 
appointed 1st March, 1846, and he at once fenced in a 5-acre paddock, that portion 
of the -gardens at present known as the Anderson-street Lawn, sloping towards the 
tea-house on the edge of Lake, in which he made good progress both as to cultiva
tion and planting. Mr. Arthur, however, whose labours were much appreciated at the 
time, died in January, 184,9. Mr. John Dallachy succeeded Mr. Arthur as curator, 
and insnred such good results that, at the end of 1851, a progress report submitted to 
the Legislature showell that, in addition to an extension of cultivated ground, many 
kinds of exotic plants had been added to the collection, and also that the native 
vegetation had received attention. The various shows of the Horticultural Society 
were at that time held in the gardens. For several years prior to the retirement of 
Mr. Dallachy, a scientific arrangement of plants in a part of the gardens was under
taken by the then Government Botanist, Dr. Ferdinand Mueller (subsequently Baron 
Sir F. von Mueller), who had accompanied the Gregory Expedition in se:1rch of 
Leichhardt, the explorer. After the Baron had received the appointment as Director 
(1857), Mr. D:111achy was re-employed for several years as a collector of seeds and 
herbarium specimens for the gardens, and discovered many new and beautiful species 
in Queensland. The.Baron held office as Director until 1873, when, with the view of 
enabling him to give undivided attention to his scientific labours as Government 
Botanist, he was relieved of control of the Botanic Gardens, and Mr. W. R. Guilfoyle 
was appointed to the position. Since 1873 the gardens have been entirely remodelled 
by him, and their area extended by more thau 30 acres. " 

When I took charge of the grounds, I found about 3,000 
species of plants growing there, and these, having been added 
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to by me during the past 30 years, now represent no less than 
14,000 species. Many of them are large and well-grown palms 
in great variety, also arborescent as well as other ferns-as 
for instance, several hundreds in the rather extensive "Gully." 
There are, besides, other ornamental and utilitarian plants, 
together with a good-sized collection in the medicinal or herb 
garden. 

A large "System Pavilion of Plants" was also formed, 
classified in their natural orders, which, like the whole of the 
various collections in the outer grounds, conservatory, &c., 
have their labels attached-giving both their scientific and 
~ommon names, and also their orders, native countries, &c. 

The "Museum of Plant Products" was formed some time 
ago, which contains many thousands of fully-named herbarium 
specimens; seeds in their seed vessels (or pods), fibres, and 
woods, representatives of plants yielding either food or 
articles for manufacture. Both the system pavilion and 
museum are largely visited by students connected with 
botanical classes, in colleges and schools. 

The grounds are almost encircled by a much-used carriage 
way, which, having been inter-connected, comprises the 
Alexandra Avenue, and the South Yarra Drive, and now make 
one wide promenade of 2% miles in length. Adjacent to the 
two entrances from the Alexa:ldra Avenue, and on one of the 
highest points, close to Government House, I have erected, 
from my own design, a large domed structure with ten 
massive columns, which is known as the Temple of the 
Winds, and has been dedicated by the Director to the 
memory of the Hon. Oharl€s Joseph La Trobe, the first 
Governor of Victoria, who selected the site for the Botanic 
Gardens in 1845-6. The Temple is a very attractive spot 
for visitors, as from it very fine views of the Gardens, Yarra 
Improvements, Oity, Eastern Suburbs, and the Dandenong 
and Healesville Ranges are to be obtained. 

It will be seen by the facts quoted that the Melbourne 
Botanic Garden has now had an existence of 58 years, and 
as a favourite resort, has become increasingly popular, being 
attended by many thousands of people on Sundays and holi
days, whilst being on week days much used by citizens and 
others, including visitors from other States, colonies, &c;, 
Great Britain, and other countries. 

. The gardens of the Zoological and Acclimatisation Society Zoological 

of Victoria are situated in the centre of the Royal Park, on the ~at;:ti~~ 
northern side of the city, and distant nearly two miles from Gardens. 
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the Post Office, and can be reached by the tramcars starting 
every few minutes, or by rail. The ground enclosed contains 
GO acres, rather more than half of which is laid out as a zoo
logical garden and the rest in deer paddocks, and are ad
mittedly the finest zoological gardens in Australia_ The 
prEsent director of the society is Mr. D. Le Souef. 

MELBOURNE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

By C. BOGUE LUFFMAN, ESQ., PRINCIPAL. 

The estate of the Melbourne Horticultural Society is 
situated at Richmond Park. It covers about 40 acres, and 
was originally a part of the old "police paddock," used for 
depasturing hors·es of the New South 'Vales troopers. About· 
the year 1850 it was granted in trust to the Horticultural 
Society of Victoria, and for many years, under the name of 
the Horticultural Society's gardens, served as a propagating 
and distributing centre for such plants as had not previously 
gained a footing in the colony. By the year 1890 the Society's 
efforts as an educational body had practically ceased, and no 
funds were available wherebv the two or three thousand trees 
and odd pieces of cultivated' land might be maintained. 'l'he 
Government thereupon resumed control of the land, paid the 
Society's debts (some £1,500 odd), and decided to start an 
institution for' the training of orchardists and small settlers-. 
Up to this time the grounds had never been laid out to secure 
direct and efficient teaching; and as only casual and itinerant 
instructors were forthcoming, the school, during its early 
years, secured no special training to its students; and in 1897 
almost ceased to exist. At this time the curator-an old 
servant of the Society-retired, and the present principal was 
appointed. 

During the past seven years the estate has been almost 
entirely transformed in order ihat direct means might be pro
vided for teaching the regular and casual students', and those 
visitors calling in search of special information. Previous 
to this, it was a jumble of useless old trees and poverty
stricken soil, the former of which have now been cleared away 
and the latter capped with new material. Effective roads 
and culverts have been laid, mGdel orchard blocks, gardens, 
and a students' training ground have been prepared, and a 
large variety of instrudive implementa got together for use 
in the class and field work. 

Class room instruction is given in horticultural science, 
vegetable pathology, botany, chemistry of soils and plants,. 
physical and commercial geography, entomology, measuring, 
levelling, designing, and plotting of homesteads, orchards, and 
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garden areas', and the most approved methods of rmsmg and 
managing fruit trees and plants. Practical work includes 
the propagation and managE-ment of orchard trees, citrus, 
table grapes, bus.!], fruits, harvesting, doring, packing, market
ing, drying and canning fruit, vegetable culture, clearing, 
grading, and trenching of land, management of soils, manures, 
drainage, and villa gardening. 

The principal and his assistant carry out this programme 
by affording lessons daily in the class room and field. Much 
of the landed estate is still in the rough, since the material 
employed in its improvement (city refuse) cannot be finally 
arranged till time has mellowed and settled it into firm, sweet 
loam. This secured, the school will possess greater ad
vantages than any similar institution on the Australian conti
nent. 

In 1899, women students were first admitted, and up to 
the present year about 150 have passed through the insti
tution. They have for the most part devoted their studies 
to the designing and making of villa gardens, vegetable and 
herb culture, and the special cultivation of table grapes and 
lemons-branches of commercial horticulture most suited to 
women. 

Previous to 1903, instruction was free, but a fee of £5 per 
annum is now charged for admission of each student. There 
is a s,teady advance in the number of students, and every 
indication of the school doing generally helpful work in the 
service of the State. The flower gardens surrounding the 
principal's residence are noted for their beauty, and the in· 
structional character of the work ever in progress makes the 
place well worth a visit at any season. The school year ex
tends from February to December. Application for admission 
should be made to the Secretary for Agriculture, Public 
Offices, Melbourne. 

There are 26 other horticultural societies in the State, Other 

situated at Ballarat, Bendigo, Castlemaine, Kyneton, Mildura, societies. 

Terang, Traralgon, Warrnambool, and other centres. 'l'he 
Government provided £300 in aid of these associations during 
t.he year ended 30th June, 1903. 

ME'l'ROPOLI'I'AN PUBLIC HESERVES. 

Greater Melbourne is amply supplied with publi? reserves Public 

and parks, the total area devoted to such purposes bemg 5,3221 reserves in 

acres in 1903, as against 5,226 in 1899. The following list of ~~1~~~rne._ 
these reserves, together with a statement of their respective 
areas, has been supplied by the Lands Department:-
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AREA OF PARKS AND GARDENS IN MELBOURNE AND SUBURBS, 1903. 

I 
1903. 

________ M_U_Il_ic_ip_' __ I_it_y_. __________________ N_a_n_le __ o_f_R_e_S_er_v_e_.____________ Area. 

I 

Acres-.--

Melbonrne City 

-, 
North Melbourne Town 
Fitzroy City 

" Collingwood City 

" 
Richm~~d City ... 

N orthc~te Town 
South Melbourne City 

" ,,' Port Melbourne Town 

i Royal Park ... 

I 
Yarra 

. Prince's 
Fawkner 

. Flinders 

I
· Park (Model Farm) 

Botanic Garden and Domain 
I Zoological 

... "I Carlton 
~'itzroy 

I 
Spring 
~'Iagstafl' " 

... I Argy Ie Square 
, Curtain 
i Darling " 
,Lincoln " 

I 
Macarthur" 
Murchison " 

... I University" 
University Grounds 
,,'riendh Societies' Grounds 
Industrial Schools & Boardof Health Depot 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
'~ast Melbourne 
Scotch College 
Itlchmond " 
Carlton " 
Parliament Reserve 
Ornamental Plantations 
General Cemetery 
Old Cemetery 
Military Parade Ground 
Recreation (Brown's Hill) 
ltecreation ... 
Edinburgh Park 
I~ecreation ... 
Mayor'S Park 
Recreation ... 
Darling Gardens 
Victoria Park 
Richmond Park 
Horticnltural Gardens 
Barkly Square 
Municipal Reserve 
Jika Park ... 
Albert Park (part of) 
:-t. Vincent Gardens ... 
Ornamental Plantations 
Cricket and Recreation (Warehousemen's) 
Cricket Ground 
Park aud Garden 

425 
, 155 

97 
102 

17 
81 

178 
55 
63 
64 
21 
18 
3i 
3i-
2 
3i 
1 
1 
3~ 

106 
25 
47 
9~ 
7 
7 
6 
5 

10 
5 

101 
8t 
5 
7t 
9t 

34 
7 
6 
7 

16 
10 

156 
33 
7 
n 
14~ 

464 
n 
2i 
8 
7! 

58 

" " 2 
Ornamental Plantations 17 
Toorak Park 7 
Victoria Gardens 4 
Gardens (Grattan-street) 2 
St. Kilda Gardens 16 St. Kilda City 

____ ~ ______________ ~A_Ib_e_r_t_P_a_rk~(p~a_r_t_of)----------------~--1-0_6_' __ 
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continued. 

Municipality. Name of Reserve. 
---------- ~--------

St. Kilda City ... 

" Brighton Town 

" Essendon Town 

Flemin~ton and Kensing
ton Borough 

" Hawthorn City 
Kew Borough ... 

" '''1 
}'ootscray City ... I 

Willial~stown Town 

" .•. I 
Malvern Town ... 

Caulfield Town ... 

Oaklei~il Borough 

Outside urban 
palities 

munici- f 

Recreation ... 

Cem~tery 
(Dandenollg Road) ... 

Elsternwick Park 
Recreation (Elsternwick) 
Beach Park 
Recreation ". 

Agri~ulttlral Society's Yards 
Queen's Park 
Water Reserve 
Racecourse 

Recreation 

" Studley Park 
Lunatic Asylum 
Cemetery 
Recreation ... 
Public Gardells and Recreation 

" Cricket Ground, &c. ". 
Recreation (Yarraville) 

" ( Foot.cray West) 
Park 

R~creation 
Beach Park ". 
Cemetery 
Rifle Range". 
Cricket Ground 
Public Garden 
Recreation (Newport) 
Park aud Garden 
Recreation ". 
Park and Garden (Waverley) 
Racecourse ". 
Park 
Park (East Caulfield) 
Recreation ... 
Recreation ". 
Park and Garden 
Cemetery 
Yarra Bend Asylum 
Camber well Gardens 
Williamstown Uacecourse 

Total 

FRIENDL Y SOCIETIES. 

'''1 ... 

1903. 

I~-""-. 
Acres. 

54 
41 

11 
15~ 
22~ 
20 
85 
14~ 
67 
10~ 
5t 

30 
18 
1l~ 

301 

5! 
15 

203 
384 

31 
16 
10~ 
2t 
51 
5 

15 
36 
20 
91 

20 
15 

332 
61 
3~ 

13 
8 
4~ 

16 
144 

62 
17 
13 

8 
21 
10 

350 
7 

190 

5,322~ 

Friendly Societies are regulated under the "Friendly Valuat.ions 

Societies Act 1890," and amendments thereof in the Acts of ~~J::f~~~IY 
1891, 1896, and 1900, which, amongst other provisions, pre-
scribe that each society shall furnish returns annually to the 



Friendly 
Hocieties. 

Growth of 
Friendly 
Societies. 

Sickness 
Rllddeath 
ra.tes. 

88 Victorian Year-Book, 1903. 

Government Actuary for Friendly Societies, and once in ever] 
five years shall cause its assets and liabilities to be valued 
to the satisfaction of that officer. The fees for valuation have 
purposely been fixed low, and average no more than three· 
pence per member, the result being that, although it is. com
petent for the societies to employ outside valuers if they desire 
it, as a matter of fact they very rarely do so, and all the 
valuations are now made by the Government Actuary for 
Friendly Societies, Mr. Evan F. Owen, A.LA. 

The following is an epitome of the particulars furnished 
respecting Friendly Societies for the five years, 1898 to 1902:-

FRIEND~Y SOCIETIES, 1898 TO 1902. 

--
---- -

'um her of' societies N ." 

" 
brancbes ... 

vel'age number of 
members -umber 

A 

N 

W 

of members 
sick 
eeks for which ali-
ment was allowed 

)eaths of memhers ... 
" registered wives 

ncome of sick and 
funeral fund 

nCOlne of inci~elltal 
fund 

Total income ... 
E <,xpenditure of sick 

and funeral fund 
Expenditure of inCl. 

dental fund 
Total expenditure 

Amount to credit of 
sick nnd funeralfund 

Amount to credit of 
incidental fund 

Amount invested-sick 
and funeral fund 

Amount invested-in-
cidenta! fund 

'rotal in vested ". 

1898. 1899. UlOO. 1901. 

31 I---------;p - .. ---~- ------
29 29 

1,
088

1 

1,] 05 1,111 1,132 
86,369 91,2]3 95,819 99,360 

18,693
1 

21,083 18,007 20,832 

160,611 1 
165,616 ] 57,235 169,289 

931 993 976 1,036 
481 442 424 393 

£ £ £ £ 
173,443 186,547 203,56:) 202,394 

150,111 159,879 164,849 169,406 

323.554 346,4,26 368,418 371,800 
146,505 153,519 I 151,226 ]53,478 

146,722 155,057 161,934 167,579 

293,227
1 

308,576 313,160 321,057 
1,133,156 1,166,184 1,218,527 1,267,443 

40,804 45,626 48,541 50,368 

1,059,374 1,103,433 1,141,678 1,205,151 

31,459 36,026 36,784 39,522 

1,090,833 1,139,459 1,178,462 1,244,673 

1902. 

28 
1,146 

101,574 

20,708 

] 68,830 

1,023 
427 

£ 
202,044 

181,719 

383,763 
156,024 

181,260 

337,284 
1,313,463 

50,827 

],249,809 

41,793 

1,291,602 

During the quinquennium ended with 1902, the number 
of members in Friendly Societies increased by 15,205, or by 
about 18 per cent., the amount to the credit of the sick and 
funeral fund by £180,307, or 16 per cent., and the total amount 
inwsted by £200,769, or 18 per cent. 

In proportion to the number of effective members of 
Friendly Societies, the amount of sickness experienced in 1902 
was somewhat below the average of recent years. The days 
per effective member for which· aliment was allowed were equal 
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to an average of 11'6 in that year, 12'0 in 1901, 11'3 in 1900, 
] :1'0 in 1899, and 13'0 in 1898, but the average was only 10'6 
dnring the fifteen years ended 1897. The death rate in 1902 
was slightly below the average-the death rate per 1,000 
members being 10'09 in 1902, 10'45 in 1901, 10'21 in 1900,10'92 
in 1899, 10 '82 in 1898, and 10 '63 for the 25 years ended 1902. 

OCCUPATIONS.-CEXSUS ItETURNS. 

The occupations of the people in 1901 were ascertained Occup"-
;1 t the census. The various divisions of employment, under tiOIlS, 1901-

28 heads, wer-e:-
OCCUPATIONS OF THE PEOPLE, 1901. 

------------------;------------,------
Males. li'emales. Total. 

-------- ---------. --------------- ------ ----- ----------
:llinidtering to

Govel'nment, Defence, etc. 
Religion, Charity, Science, Education, etc. _ .. 
Board, Lodging, and Attendance ... 

DEaling in-
Money and Real Property 
Art and Mechanic Productions 
Textile Fabrics, Dress and Fibrous Materials 
Foods, Drinks, N arcoties and Stimulants ... 
Animals, and Animal and Vegetable SnL-

stances 
Metal or Minerals (other than those used for 

Fuel aud Light) 
Minerals, etc., mainly med for }'uel and 

Light 
Ellgal(ed in-

General Dealing and Mercantile Pursuits 
Speculating on Chance Events 
Storage 
Transport and Communication 

Mannflwturers of-
Art and Mechanic Prodnctions 
Textile Fabrics, Dress and Fibrous Materials 
Foods, Drinks, Narcotics, and Stimulants .,. 
Animal lind Vegetable Substances 
Metals and Minerals (other than those used 

for Fuel and Light) 
Materials used for Heat, Light, or Energy 

Constructors of Buildings, Hoads, Hailways, 
Earthworks, etc. 

Engaged in Disposing of the Dead or Refuse. 
lll-defined Industrial Workers (chiefly labourer,) 
Engaged on L"l'ld or with Animals, and in 

OLtaining Raw Products from Natural 
Sources 

I'ersons-
Of Independent Means .. , 
Dependent upou Natural Guardians 
DApendent upon the State or upon Public 

or Private Support 
Occupation not stated lchiefly Breadwinners) ... 

Total 

6,719 165 6,884 
13,664 14.676 28,340 
13,129 53,686 (i6,815 

10,039 2,760 12,799 
3,720 934 4.,65-L 
6,374 2,452 8,82(; 

11',217 3,428 21,645 
3,977 198 4,175 

2,044 162 2,206 

2,794 34 2,828 

16,091 4,446 20,537 
284 1 285 

1,093 1,093 
30,318 1,198 31,516 

20,676 1,748 22,4.24 
10,664 28,4.50 39,114 
10,251 1,402 11,653 

5,281 85 5,366 
14,315 88 14,403 

1,035 37 1,072 
27,392 17 27,409 

1,260 24 1,2S4 
22,653 855 23,503 

140,149 24,998 165,14i 

7,24,2 2,824 10,066 
203,279 444,931 648,210 

7,701 6,444 14,145 

3,522 1,415 4,937 
----j--

603,8S3 [597,458 1,201,341 
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'l'he number of breadwinners and dependents were:

BREADWINNERS AND DEPENDENTS, ]901. 

I 
Males. Females. 

I ----

Total. I 
Males. I Females. I Total. 

___ 1 ___ - , __ 

Percentage. 

Bread winners ... 389,381 144,668 
Dependents ... 210,980 451,375 

Total ... 600,361 596,043· 

534,049 65 24 I 45 
662,355 35 76 . 55 

1,196,4041~ ~1--100 

The proportion of breadwinners was 100 to every 124 
dependents, which was almost the same as at the previous 
ce11$US, when 100 breadwinners supported 125 dependents. 
It will be seen, too, that nearly one·fourth of the females in 
Victoria were returned as earning their own living. 

Unem- Provision was made in the census schedules for ascertain-
~i~1~1,;r('h, ing the number of persons unemployed for more than a week 
1901. prior to the enumeration. The information then collected 

shows that 13,795 male and 2,647 female wage-earners were 
returned as idle at that time. 

FACTORIES AND SHOPS. 

Factory There are now eight Factories and Shops Acts in force 
legi.lation. in'this State, viz. :-The "Factories and Shops Act 1890," and 

seven amending Acts. The amending Acts have been passed 
for limited periods, and, on 10th September, 1902, lapsed 
altogether owing to the sudden ending of the session of Parlia
ment without any Act being carried to continue the Acts in, 
force. The Acts and Regulations, and the determinations of 
the great majority of the Boards were, however, revived, and 
continued in force, by the "Factories and Shops Continuance 
Act 1902," until the 31st October, 1903. On the 30th October, 
1903, the "Factories and Shops Act 1903" was passed, and 
continued all the amending Acts in force until the 31st 
December, 1905. A factory is defined to mean any place 
in which four or more persons oiher than a Chinese, or in 
which one or more Chinese are employed in any handicraft, 
or in preparing articles for trade or sale; or any place in 
which one or more are. employed, if motive power be used 
in the preparation of such articles, or where furniture is 
made, or where bread or pastry is made or baked for sale. 
The expression handicraft includes any work done in a 
laundry or dyeworks. Provision is made for the registra
tion of factories; and inspectOI s are appointed to inspect 
and examine them in order to see that the health require
ments and other provisions of the Acts are complied with 
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A record is to be kept in every factory of the names, work, 
and wages of all employes, and the ages of those under 
16. The employment of persons under 13 is debarred, and a 
strict limitation is placed on the hours of employment for 
other young persons; and there are special provisions to guard 
against accidents, for the inspection of boilers, and against 
the employment of uncertificated persons to control them. 
All shops, except chemists, news agents, eating houses, &c., 
must close at seven p.m. on week days and at ten p.m. on 
Saturdays; but municipal councils are empowered to make 
by-laws permitting all shops of a particular class to remain 
open later, or providing that such shops be closed for one 
afternoon in each week, on petition by a majority of the shop· 
keepers of the same class; but the Act provides that all shop 
assistants shall have a half-holiday in each week. The work
ing hours of Chinese are specially restricted, in order to try 
to prevent or lessen unfair competition. 

The most important provision contained in the Act of \~age~ 
1896, and extended by subsequent Acts, is in regard to the 0'''· s. 

formation of Boards to fix the rates of wages and piecework 
in various trades, for which purpose it is providpd that, to 
determine the lowest prices or 1'[ .. tes to be paid, the Governor
in-Council may appoint special Boards, if a resolution in 
favour of creating a Board for any process, trade, or business 
has been carried in both Houses of Parliament, consisting 
of from four to ten members (half elected by employers and 
half by employes), who are to nominate some outside p~rson 
as chairman; or if no agreement can be arrived at as to such 
nomination, then the Governor-in-Council shall appoint the 
chairman. The Board so appointed shall agree upon the rates 
or prices to be charged, and shall also determine the number of 
improvers under 21 years of age who may be employed, and 
fhe lowest price or rate of pay; but no one shall receive less 
than 2s. 6d. per week in any case. 

The Chief Inspector of Factories reports that determina- Effeet.

tions, made by twenty-nine Boards elected under the Act, ~~~l~ni~gs 
were in full operation during 1902, and furnishes figures show-
ing the increase in average earnings consequent thereon. For 
instance, the average weekly wage for all employes (including 
boys) in the bread-making trade was £1 12s. 6d. in 1896, prior 
to the Wages Board being in operation, and £2 2s. 10d. in 1902, 
when its determination was in full force. Likewise, the 
average wage of persons employed in the clothing trade in
creased from £1 in 1896 to £1 2s. 5d. in 1902; the average wage 
in the boot trade from £1 3s. 2d. to £1 8s. 3d.; and in the furni-
ture tradp from £1 9s. Id. to £1 19s. 6d. In 1900, the avprage 
wage of persons engaged in the engraving trade was 36s. lld., 
and in 1902, when the determination was in force, it was 
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49s. 10d., or an increase of 12s. lld. In the pottery trade the 
average wage was £1 8s. 1d. in 1900, before the \Vages Board 
fix!'d the rates, and in 1902, when the determination was in 
operation it had risen to £1 l6s. 4d., or an average increase 
of f.:tl. 3d. for each employe engaged in the trade. 

HO;';PlTAL SATURDAY AND SUNIHY. 

In Melbourne and suburbs, the last Saturday and Sunday 
of October in each year are set apart for making collections 
in aid of the charitable institutions. The clergy of the various 
denominations take an active part in the movement, preaching 
sermons appropriate to the occasion, and otherwise helping 
it forward. 'l'he church collections on this Sunday are entirely 
devoted in aid of the fund. Sunday school superintendents, 
business firms, their employes, and others leJ.ld valuable assist
ance in making collections. The following are the amounts 
col1eeted since the movement was inaugurated:-

1873 to 1898 
1899 
1900 

COLLECTIONS, 1873 TO 1902. 
£190,104 1901 

5,853 1902 ... 
5,901 Total 

The returns for 1903 are not yet available. 

£fi,034 
6,669 

£:314,561 

Distrihution The amounts distributed to the various charitable insti-
~~I?~~;':Js tutions, as well as the total sums collected, from the inception 
on Hospital of the fund. and for the year 1902 were as under:-
Saturday' , 

~~~day. _~ ___ . ___ ~hS'l'RIBUTION, 1873 To~902_. _______ . ____ _ 

Institution. 

--------------_._------

Melbourne Hospital 
Alfred Hospital ... 
Benevolent Asylum 
'Nomen's Hospital 
Children's Hospital 
Eye and Ear Hospital 
Homooopathic Hospital 
Yictorian Home for Aged and Infirm 
11ichmond Dispensary 
Collingwood Dispensary ... 
A ustin Hospital for Incurables 
Convalescent Home for Women 
Convalescent Home for Men 
Melbourne District Nursing Society 
St. Vincent's Hospital ... 
Sanatorium for Consumptives, Echuca and 

"'raccdon 
Queen Vidoria Hospital for Women and 

Children 

I 
Amount Distl'ihuterl. 

11873t;}90l.T--1902~--!-T;;w.-
,----£-~. -- ---£-'--1 £ 

61,802 1,654 63,456 
26,903 598 27,501 
18,614 411 19,025 
18,558 569 19,127 
23,125 879 i 24,004 
10,100 290 10.390 
10,064 261 . 10,325 

6,842 149 6,991 
1,330 35 1,365 
1,900 1,900 

10,122 581 10,703 
1,790 125 1,915 
1,275 125 1,400 

576 77 653 
2,505 245 2,750 

790 223 1,013 

308 106 I 414 

20 1 20! 40 
Total Distributed ... 1

1

- -19-6-,6-2-4-1---6,348-1-Y~~~~ 
__ ~_o_ta_I_C_oll_ec_te_d ______ ~ ____ ~~~2~O~7~.8~9~2~ __ .~6~,6~fi~9~1 __ =21=4~,=56=1~ 

Melbourne Dental Hospital 
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CHARITABI,l~ I:\STlTLJ1'lONS. 

Particulars relating to the most important of the various Charitable 

classes of charitable institutions in the State are as follow. ~~~~~~~ns 
The information relates to the year ended the 30th June, modation. 

1903, except for the IIospitals for the Insane, the Idiot Asylum, 
and the Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools, in 
which cases it relates to the calendar year ] 903. Of the 
general hospitals, six are in Melbourne, the remainder in 
country towns, nine of the latter being also benevolent 
asylums. The accommodation available for indoor patients 
was as follows:-

A MOUNT OF ACCOMMODATION, 1902-3. 

I Dormitories. 
INumber of IN umbel; of 

----- Beds for I CUUlC I~eet 
Number! 

Description of InetitutioJl. "In~titu. 1----'·· Inlllatesol to each 
i tlOllS. : Numher. Capacity in 
I ' ! Cubic Feet. 

~··------·---~I--I--I-
Ii: 

General Hospit.fils .o. 

'Vomen's Hospital... 
Children's Hospital 
~~ye and Ear Hospital 

... ', 45 3\J3 4,070,321 
142,486 
125,076 

54,6RO 
23,894 

.•• i 1 24 

Queen Victoria t1 ospitHl for 
Women and Children 

Consumptive Sanatorium 
Hospitals for the Insane 
Idiot Asylum 
Benevolent Asylums 
Convalescent Homes 
Blind Asylum 
Deaf and' Dumb Asylum 
Orphan Asylums .o. 

Neglected Children and Re-
formatory Schools 

Jnfnut AsylulIl 
Female ltefug'es 
Salvation Army Fescue Homes 

Total' 

1 17 
1 8 
1 ::l 

1 
6 
1 
6 
2 
1 

15 56,000 
1, ]93 i 2,870,227 

20 114,288 
179 1,663,7G6 

29 69,000 
I 5 91,318 
I 4 75,872 

7 ' 55 605,979 
15 I . 

1 ',I 1289 33,321 
9 393,039 
6 ! 39 I 101,317 

----'----1---
105 I 2,121 I 10,496,08 j, 

, I 

Bed. 

I 
--_.!---

2,956 I, 1,3769 
93 1,582'1 

113 1106'9 
60 , 911'3 
18 '1,327'4 

95 
4,06f) 

286 
2,434 

61 
112 

74-
1,(83 

589-5 
705'9 
399'6 
6R3'6 

1,131'1 
815'3 

1,025'2 
559'5 

54 11 718'9 
539 I 7:l9-2 
228_1_ 444.'4 

12,2i2 I 855'3 
I 

_____ . __ ···-.. · .. -.-··--00 •. ···-------_·--------

The regulations of the Board of Public Health require 
an allowance of 1,200 cubic feet for each inmate in hospitals, 
and the above statement shows that, with two exceptions, 
this requirement has been complied with. 

The following statement shows the 
and of deaths in these institutions:-

number of inmates ~~~m~~!~ns 
-inmates 
alld deaths. 
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INMATES AND DEATHS, 1902.3. 
------------------------------,-----------------

Description of Institution. 

Number of Inmates. 

Total during 
the Year. 

Daily 
Average_ 

----------- -.-----. 1-----

General Hospitals 
Women's Hospital 
Children's Hospital 
Eye and Ear Hospital 
Queen Victoria Hospital 

fo!' ,Vomen and Children 
Consumptive Sanatorium 
Hospitals for the Insane 
Idiot ihylum ... 
Benevolent Asylums 
Convalescent Homes 
Blind Asylum ... 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 
Orphan Asylums 
Neglected Children and 

Reformatory Schools 
Infant Asvlum 
Female R~fuges 
Salvation Army Rescue 

Homes 
Total ... 

21,!,)09 2,023 
1,929 66 
1,302 87 

813 49 
236 17 

155 39 
5,200 4,262 

331 296 
3,889 2,415 
1,160 39 

108 93 
75 69 

1,482 1,138 
6,299 5,503 

114 61 
835 479 
573 145 

46,010 16,781 

Number of 
Deaths_ 

Proportion of 
Deaths to 

Total Number 
of Inmates. 

Per Cent_ 
2,320 10'78 

41 2'13 
113 8-68 

6 '74 
11 4-66 

342 6'58 
20 6'04 

470 12-09 
1 '09 
4 3-70 
8 1067 
7 '47 

53 '84 

7 6-14 
17 I 2-04 

.. , I ---
-3~1--7~ 

1 

By comparing the above table with that preceding it, 
overcrowding seems to exist in the Hospitals for the Insane, 
the Idiot Asylum, the Infant Asylum, and the Orphan 
Asylums, as the daily average number of inmates in those 
institutions is greater than the number of beds provided. 

In addition to the inmates shown above, there were 59 
mothers of infants in the Infant Asylum, 111 infants in the 
Female Refuges, and 135 infants in Salvation Army Home'S 
during the year. 

Charitable The total receipts of all charitable institutions in the year 
institutions . 
-receipts 1902-3 amounted to £441,446, of WhICh more than three-fifths 
~~~d~~~re. were contributed by Government, and the expenditure 

amounted to £459,812. Of the Government contribution, 
£187,934 was expended on the Hospitals for the Insane, the 
Idiot Asylum, and the Neglected Children and Reformatory 
Schools, which are Government institutions. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE, 1902-3. 

F 
I 

I, Oth I ,Expenditure. rom 1 rom er Total. 
! Government, I Sources. 

General Hospitals 1'--4:-'~-8T-;4-~-48-4-1 12:'5621-]-3-t-:2~; 

Description of Institution. 
I Receipts. I 

Women's Hospital 2,5681 5,352 7,920 I 7,154 

Eye and Ear Hospital... . .. 'j 800 ' 3,4691 4:269 4,443 
-Children's Hospital I 642 6,835 74771 18,592 

Queen Victoria Hospital for Women 160 1,140 1,300 1,737 
and Children I j 

-Consumptive Sanatorium '165 2,595 i 2,760 I 
Hospitals for tI,e Insane ... (1218"3 19741 1 J41564 141,564 
Idiot Asylum ... j , - , I ., 

2,931 

Benevolent Af'ylums 21,220' 14,636 35,856 'II 

'Cvnvalescent Homes 385 1,068 1,453 
Blind Asylum ... 1,640 2,818 4,458 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 820 2,675 3,495 

34,667 
1,418 
4,248 
3,236 

Drphan Asylums 5,560 14,354 19,914 ! 
Neglected Children and Reforma· 66,111 1,280 67,391 i 

19,564 
67,391 

tory Schools " j 

Infant Asylum 585 I 6671 1,252 I 1,273 
Female Refuges 'I 2,084.1 12.381 14,465 1 16,589 
Salvation Army Rescue Homes ! __ ~~1 __ 3_;7441 __ 4'3~, __ 4_'~ 

Total ... I 274,207 167,239 4n,446 I 459,812 

The following statement shows the average number of Charttable 
inmates of the respective institutions, the total cost of their l/I~~i!~~~~I1S 
maintenance, and the average cost per annum of each in- cost per 
mate:- inmate. 

OOST OF MAINTENANCE, 1902-3 . 

Description of Institution. 

General Hospitals '" 
\Vomen's Hospital ... 
Children's Hospital 
Eye and Ear Hospital 
Queen Victoria Hospital for 

and Children 
Consumptive Sanatorium 
lIospitals for the Insane 
Idiot Asylum 
Benevolent Asylums 
Convalescent Homes 
Blind Asylum 

. -- ----_._-----------
i Daily Average 

Number 

i 
... I 

Wom~'~ I 
I 

.. , i 
I 

... 1 

! 
I 

- •• I 

i 

of 
Inmates. 

2,023 
66 
87 
49 
17 

39 
4,262 

296 
2,415 

39 
93 
69 

1.138 

Total Cost 
of 

l\Iaintenance. 

----
£ 

ll8,145 
7,102 
8,462 
3,619 
1,408 

2,918 
I. 141,564 
\ 

33,936 
1.:{64 
3;612 
3,188 

16,878 

A verage Cost 
of 

Each Inmate 
Per Annum. 

£ s. d. 
58 8 0 

107 12 1 
97 5 3 
73 17 2 
82 16 6 

74 16 5 

31 1 2 

Deafand Dumb Asylulll 
Orphan Asylums 
Neglected Children and Reformatory ~ 5,503 67,391 

14 1 0 
34 19 6 
38 16 9 
46 4 1 
14 16 7 
12 4 11 

Schools 
Infant Asylum 
~'elllale Hefuges 

Salvation Army Hescue Homes 

Total 

i 61 1,262 i 20 13 9 
I 479 13,230 I 27 12 5 

I 
145 4,526 I 31 4 :l 

--i6,7s1-1-428,605 25WW 
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The institutions showing the lowest average cost per in
mate are the Neglected Children and Reformatory School:,;, 
the Orphan Asylums, and the Benevolent Asylums. As many 
of the children of the Industrial and Reformatory Schools cost 
the State nothing-maintaining themsel,es at service or being 
supported by relatives-the cost of maintenance per head 
shown above is somewhat misleading, the true cost per head 
of those supported by the State being about £16 16s. The 
average cost per inmate of the Infant Asylum, Female 
Refuges, and Salvation Army Homes would be reduced if 
allowance were made for mothers of infants in the first
named institution, and for infants in the two latter groups 
of institutions. 

Melbourne The origin of this institution belongs to the very earliest 
Hospital. days of Melbourne. Five years from the foundation of the 

city, the great desirability, and even necessity, of providing 
some establishment for the receipt, nursing, and treatment 
of the sick poor, and for the relief of victims of accidents, 
was apparent. A public meeting, presided over by the 
Superintendent of the Province, Mr. Latrobe, and attended by 
the leading people of the settlement, was held on 1st March. 
1841, and resolutions were unanimously and enthusiastically 
agreed to in favour of the foundation of a hospital where the 
best medical advice and the most skilful surgical treatment 
available should be at the service of those who were in 
indigent circumstances, as well as those who should be ad
mitted as paying patients. ThE, severity of the struggle for 
existence in these early days, and the poverty of the people 
of the settlement. ret[lrded for a time the collection of sub
scriptions. In a year, only £300 had been received; but urgent 
requirements were met by the establishment of a dispensary 
in a small brick cottage in Little Collins Street rented for the 
purpose. The grant in aid, which had been fully expected, 
was refused by the Government in Sydney. But the charit
able work was not thereby doomed, and private donations 
enabled larg'er premises, in Bourke Street \Vest, to be engaged 
for hospital purposes. It was intimated that no more than 
£500 could in any event be expected from Sydney, and the 
indignation and disappointment in Melbourne culminated in 
a meeting of prominent colonists at the house of Dr. Palmer, 
afterwards President of the Legislative Council uuder 
responsible Government. Strong representations were made 
to the Governor, Sir George Gipps, who promised the 
memorialists a site for the hospital, and a money grant by 
way' of building fund and endowment. In February, 1845, 
the two sites offered, namely, the hay and corn market reserve, 
between Flinders Lane and Flinders Street. on the east side 
of Collins Street, and a block, in a then s~equestered corner 
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of the town, bounded by Lonsdale, Little Lonsdale, Swanston, 
and Russell Streets. 'l'he latter site was ultimately chosen, 
and upon it the building of the hospital was commenced. 

As an intimation had been received from Sydney that 
the Government was prepared to advance £1,000 if a like 
amount was subscribed in Melbourne, immediate steps 
were taken to fulfil the conditiO'n. £265 was raised at 
the meeting, where alsO' a gO'verning bO'dy was appointed. 
The first entertainment raised nearly £60, and was given 
by some gentlemen amateurs who had formed themselves 
into a philharmonic society. In January, 1846, tenders 
were called for. The foundation stone was laid on the 
same day as that of the original Prill('e's Bridge. Early in 
1848, the building was ready for occupation, a staff was ap
pointed, and, in March of that year, two patients were ad
mitted, and four out-patients treated. By July, 1848, all the 
beds, 21 in number, were occupied, and even at that early date 
applications for admission exceeded the available accommo
dation. Additions had therefore to be made. The original 
building now forms the east wing of the main building. 
During the first five years, 1,151 in-patients and 684 out
patients were treated in the ins,titutiO'n. From 1853 the num
hers steadily increased, generally in abO'ut the same ratio as 
the population of the cO'lony. The grand total, as exhibited 
in the annual repO'rt for 1902-3, being 176,057 in-patients and 
777,253 out-patients. During the year ended 30th June, 1901S, 
the numbers treated were 4,328 in-patients and 18,597 out
patients. The institutiO'n cO'ntains 34 wards and 318 beds, 
and the expenditure during 1£)02-3 was £26,568. 

FO'r many years before the establishment of this insti- Alired 

tution, the necessity fO'r a second general hO'spital in Mel- Hospital. 

bourne was recognized. It was' nO't, however, until 1868, when 
it was finallv resolved that a charitable institutiO'n shO'uld 
be erected as a memO':'ial of the providential escape of H.R.H. 
Alfred, Duke O'f Edinburgh, frO'm assassination during his 
visit to Sydney. A site of 13 acres' within the municipality 
of Prahran waR secnred, and the foundatiO'n stone was laid 
in March, 1869, by His RO'yal Highness, after whom the 
hO'spital was named. In May, 1871, the establishment was 
opened, and additiO'ns were made in 1885. In 1888, a fire 
occurred, which entirely destroyed a portiO'n O'f the original 
bUildings. During the year 1901-2, further additions were 
made. This hospital is recognized by the Melbomne Uni
versity as a clinical school f0r medical students, and, in 
addition, a training school for nurses, was, established in 1880, 
the term of instruction decided upon being one year, but thh; 
was subsequently incrensed to three years. The pupils are 
of two grades-the first pay an entrance fee and a fixed sum 

D 
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monthly for maintenance, &c.; whilst the second receive a 
small and progressive salary after six months. Since the 
opening in 1871, 42,960 in-patients were treated, and of these 
4,722 died in the establishment. The out-patients numbered 
82,270, and the casualty cases 48,003. For the year ended 
30th June, 1903, the daily average number of in-patients was 
165. The total revenue from all sources was £10,400, and the 
total expenditure £10,7()0. The cost per occupied bed was 
£55 12s. ,ld., this sum being £3 5s. Id. above the mean ex
penditure of all hospitals, but considerably below that of 
those situated in the metropolitan area. 

This institution was first established in 1869 as a dis
pensary, in Spring Street, Melbourne. In 1876, the buildings 
were enlarged, and founded as a hospital for the treatment 
of both in and out patients. In 1881, owing to annually 
increasing demands for the treatment of in-patients, it was 
decided to remove the institution to its present s,ite on St. 
Kilda Road, and the northern wing and administration 
quarters were then erected. In 1890, the southern wing, 
which is reserved for accidents and surgical cases, was added, 
the cost being met by a gift of £9,000 made by Mr. James S. 
Hosie, of Melbourne. Since the iI;stitution was first openpd, 
up to 30th June, 19()3, 117,393 patients have received treat
ment. During the year ended on that date, 8,302 patients 
were treated. The visits of out-patients during the same 
period were 18,933. The average stay of in-patients was 18 
days. 800 operations were performed by the visiting honorar.y 
,surgeons, and 1,670 casualty cases WE're attended to. The 
establishment has attached to it a school for training nurses, 
'who have to serve a period of 3 years, and pass, prescribed 
examinations. Visitors are admitted on Sundays and 'Wed
nesdays, between the hours of 2 and 4 p.m. 'rhe income for 
the year was £4,358, and the expenditure £3,878. 

This hospital for incurables, the only one of its, kind in 
Victoria, is situated on a block of 17 acres at Heidelberg. Its 
origin belongs to tbe year 1880, when Mrs. Thomas Austin, 
of Barwon Park, \Vinchelsea, offered £6,000 for the purposes 
of the institution. Other donations quickly followed, and the 
Government of the day granted the present site. The hospital 
was opened in August, 1882, and provided accommodation 
for 66 patients. In 1884, a wing, containing 16 beds for the 
reception of cancer patients, was opened, and in 1900 another 
wing was added for consumptives, containing 41 beds. Altera
,tions in 1897 increased bv 8 the accommodation for cancer 
:patients. The Nurses' Home, with accommodation for 30 nurses 
and women servants, was erected and furnished in 1897. In 
1901, the children's wing was erected, and a laundry has since 
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been added. Up to 30th June, 1903, 1,861 patients were ad
mitted; of this number 1,267 died in the institution, 454 were 
discharged, and 140 were occupying beds in the various wards. 
The patients treated have been all of the one class, i.e., chronic 
or incurable, many of them reaching the hospital in a dying 
condition. Amongst the number set out as having been 
discharged, a fair percentage, say, 45 per cent., have 
benefited very considerably from the treatment received in 
the institution, the remaining 55 per cent. having left of their own accord, many of them preferring to die amongst their 
friends and relatives. Practically no cures have been effected at the establishment. The patients received during the year 
1902-3 numbered 247, and the daily average was 136. The institution is well supported by the public. Out of the total expenditure, only about 3s. in the £1 is obtained from the 
Government and municipal bodies. The receipts were £6,592, 
and the expenditure £7,620. 

This hospital was founded in 1893, and is conducted by St Vincent's the Sisters of Oharity; but, though associated with the Roman HospH~l. 
Oatholic Ohurch, the work of the institution is carried on upon entirely unsectarian lines. The site is in Victoria Parade, Fitzroy. 'I'he utility of the lJospital causes applications for admission from patients urgently needing treatment to be greatly in excess of the means of complying with them, and the construction of a new building is being carried on. During the year ended 30th June, 1903, 4;39 patients were admitted, which, with 2G remaining from the previous' year, makes 464 treated. The number of out-patients who received treatment was 7,440. The receipts were £3,081, and the expenditure £2,922. 

The foundation stone of this hospital was laid on the Ballarat 25th December, 1855, and on the 1st January following a ~~:~\~;l. memorial stone was laid to commemorate the completion of the main building. On the Queen's Birthday, 1869, the foundation stone of the Prince Alfred Memorial Ward was laid. This building provides accommodation for 75 beds. On 23rd March, 1897, a public meeting of the ladies of the district was held, when it was decided to collect funds for the purpose of building wards to accommodate 50 female patients, and on 21st June, 1897, was laid the foundation stone of the Queen Victoria vVomen's 'Yard, in commemoration of the Jubilee of Her Majesty, the late Queen Victoria, and this building was completed and opened on 26th October, 1900. 'I'he establishment is now fully equipped for the accommo-dation of 170 patients, and its work and usefulness are of a high character. 
D2 
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This establishment was founded in 1853, upon a site of 
10 acres, which was permanently reserved in 1856, when the 
main portion of the present building was erected to provide 
accommodation for 60 patients, the Bowen wing having been 
subsequently added. This hospital, through the munificence 
of Mr. George Lansell, has the right to 6 beds for patients 
from the district in the Austin Hospital for Incurables, at 
Heidelberg. The hospital now contains a detention ward of 
5 rooms for male and female insane patients, where they are 
kept under observation for limited periods prior to discharge 
or transfer to a public asylum. 'fhere is also a special cottage 
set apart for contagious diseases, which, however, is not 
adequate to meet the wants of the district, and local effort 
is now being made to raise the necessary funds whereby thi!::l 
cottage may be enlarged. The buildings provide accommo
dation for 172 patients, but during the last ten years the daily 
average has only been 118. The number of patients received 
during the year was 1,519, which, with 101 remaining at the 
close of the previous year, yields a total of 1,620 treated. The 
out-patients numbered 2,405, 2nd their attendances 6,018. 
The receipts were £7,981, and the expenditure £8,655. The 
institution is endowed to the extent of nearly £11,500 (£2,500 
of which is in real estate); but, from the report of the past year, 
it would appear that this fund is in a stationary condition, the 
balance remaining much the same as at 30th June, 1902. 

Geelollg This institution was opened on the 23rd April, 1852, and 
~~~{lllary during the remainder of the year 150 patients were treated 
B,nevolent in the Infirmary and 7 inmates were admitted to the Benevo
Asylum. lent Asylum. . The institution is managed by a President, 

assisted by a Committee of 22 persons, who meet once a month 
for the transaction of business. The staff consists of a resi
dent surgeon and assistants, a matron, wardsman, and 
women nurses and probationers. A nurses training school is 
a special feature of this establishment, byelve nurses being 
constantly under tuition, the course of instruction extending 
over a term of three years. 'The buildings being now over 50 
years old are showing signs of age, but everything is done to 
keep the wards in an up-to-date condition. There is a handsome 
new out-patients' department, which is kept quite apart from 
the general hospital. The number of beds is 223, the average 
number occupied 153. During 1903, no less than 2,037 cases 
-865 indoor and 1,172 outdoor-received relief, and there 
,were 131 under care in the asylum at the close of the year. 
The total income from all sources for the twelve months ended 
30th June, 1903, was £6,544 (including the grant in aid re
ceived from the Government, £2,540), and the total expenditure 
was £5,430. 
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There are no official records in existence dealing with Cast:m,llaille 

the formation and early history of this hospital. Many IlU>pltal. 

,attempts have been made by members of various committees 
in the past to obtain reliable data and original documents 
to enable them to do so, but unfortunately, without success. 
During the past year, however, some important private docu· 
ments have b~en discovered which throw some light upon 
the subject. Prom these it appears that a public meeting was 
convened at Castlemaine on the 17th Pebruary, 1R53, when 
it was resolved that a hospital should be established for (1) 
the reception of sick persons who are totally destitute; 
(2) for accidents; and (3) for 1h08e who are able to pay to be 
attended by their own medical men if desired. On the 
2,4th May, 1853, the hospital appears to have been opened 
in a good building, 30 feet long by 20 feet wide, with a 
detached surgery, kitchen, and men's room. The first resident 
surgeon was appointed to the imtitution about the middle 
of 1853. Cases of leprosy were tre&ted early in the sixties, 
in a tent specially set apart fer the purpose, but, in 1870, 
the patients were all removed to Melbourne, and there strictly 
isolated. In 1902·3, 407 patients were admitted, 306 were dis· 
charged cured or relieved, 42 died, and 59 remained at the 
dose of the year. 

\ 
This institution was incorporated in 1872. During the Wanllam· 

j)()ol Hos-
year ended 30th .T une, 1903, 345 cases were treated in the pital alld 

institution, viz., 277 in the hospital and 68 in the benevolent Benevolent 
Asylum. 

asylum. The daily average of hospital patients was 23, of 
benevolent inmates 35. The total attendauces of out·patients 
was 484. An isolated building in the hospital grounds has 
been set apart for the reception and treatment of contagious 
cases. The receipts for the year were £2,702, and the expendi· 

·ture £1,982. 

The Pleasant Creek Hospital was Established in 1858, and Stowell 

its inauguration was brought about through the de8'ire of the !;l~;PtaI 
benevolent people of the district to establish a charity where Bellevolent 

the accidents and sicknesses incidental to the mining industry, Asylum, 

which the discovery of gold had developed, might be success· 
fully treated. The bark huts and small calico tents in which 
the bulk of the commlJnity then resided were altogether unfit 
to accommodate the victims of accidents, or the s,ufferers 
from the prevalent dysentery and enteric, and the nearest 
hospital was 80 miles away, at Ballarat. A number of the 
residents, therefore, decided to &rouse public sympathy and 
assistance in the esta blis,hment of a district hospital, and 
after much display of energy and many meetings, the insti· 
tution was formally organized on 7th August, 1858, under 
the style of the Pleasant Creek Hospital. The committee 
decided, in the urgent interests of the suffering, to erect a 



Mary
borouo-h 
Hospi~al. 

Women'..; 
Hosp:t~l. 

102 Victorian Year-Book, 1903. 

temporary hospital, and a building of wood, canvas, and iron, 
capable of accommodating 20 patients, was constructed. In 
February, 1859, this temporary hospital was opened, and 
before the end of the year 67 patiE-nts had been admitted. It 
was at once perceived that the hospital was of immense value, 
meeting, as it di-d, the requiremE-nts not only of the gold
fields population, but receiving and treating the sick and 
wounded of the whole of that part of the w€stern portion of 
the State, the large pastoral districts extending northwards. 
to the Mallee and westwards to the South Australian border. 
In 1861, the permanent building was opened, on the admirable 
site of 19 acr .. ~s, which the Government had granted. 
Numerous additional wards have from time to time been con
structed, and in 1883 the scope of the operations of the charity 
was widened by the incorporatIOn with the hospital of a benevo
lent asylum; its name also was altered to the Stawell Hospital 
.and Benevolent Asylum. The buildings are now capable of 
accommodating 47 patients in 1he hospital and 16 inmates 
in the benevolent asylum. A special ward with 6 beds has 
lately been set apart for consumptive patients from any part 
of the State. A new building is now being constructed for 
the purpose of an Infectious Diseas·es Hospital, and will pro
vide for 12 patients. It will be designated the VV. H. Syme 
ward, its whole structure, furnishing, and, equipment being 
generously provided as a free gift by the widow of the late 
Dr. VV. H. Syme, who for many years was an honorary surgeon 
of the institution. The relief afforded during the year ended 
30th ,Tune, 1903, was as follows :-In-patients, 349; out
patients (new cases), 36B; number of attendances of out
patients, 1,757; daily average of in-patients, 42. The revenue 
for the year was £2,B57; and the expenditur.e £2,202. 

The }\faryborongh Hospital was established in 1854, and· 
incorporated in 1864. 1'he number of patients admitted since 
the foundation of the institution has steadily increased year 
by year, till, in 1902-3, it had amounted to 420, with a daily 
average of 42. The number of out-door patients was 778, who 
attended on 2,603 separate occlJsions, this being the largest 
on record during anyone year. The receipts for the year 
1902-3 were £2,121, and the expenditure £1,996. 

The necessity for establishing an institution of this kind 
forced itself upon the attention of the benevolent ladies of 
Melbourne nearly 50 years ago. In 1856 it was definitely 
founded, its original title being the Melbourne Lying-ill 
Hospital and Infirmary for diseases of women and children. 
The work of the institution was first carried on in Collins 
Street, Eastern Hill, but a permanent site was eventually 
found in Madeline Street, Carlton, where the hospital was 
opened in 1858, its title being altered in 1868 to Women's 



Social Condition. lOS 

Hospital, the name it now bears. The institution, early in 
its career, attained a high reputation for the efficient help it 
afforded, and the accommodation had to be augmented from 
time to time to meet increasing demands. The institution is a 
training school for medical men and nurses, and the excellent 
work carried on is fully recognized. Up to :Wth June, 190~, 
the number of patients admitted was 10,R04, and the attend
ances of out-patients 175,19·.1. During ihe year ended on that 
date, 411 patients were admitted, which, together with 29 re-
maining in at close of previous year, gives a total of 440 
treated. There were also in the same period 4,726 attendances 
Df 1,036 out-patients. The receipts for the year were £7,920, 
the expenditure £7,154. 

The ChiIaren's Hospital, Melbourne, was established for Children's 

the purpose of treating the general and peculiar ailments of ~i~fR~;~;~e. 
children. The patients treated come in from almost every 
part of the State, over 100 districts being tabulated as those 
whence the in-patients come, including places so -widely apart 
as Swan Hill and Yarram, Camperdown and Rochester. Every 
infantile ailment is treated-febrile, constitutional, and deJ 
velopmental troubles being dealt with in large numbers. 
Numerous cases of accidents and casualties are also admitted. 
Many of the cots have been endowed by the generosity of 
private donors or of public bodies. On 8th May, 1903, the 
Princess May Pavilion-a wing of the building containing 40 
beds-was opened, thus affording accommodation for over 
500 children during the year. Babies' wards have also been 
instituted. The hospital had 84 in-door patients at the com
mencement of the financial year. During the twelve months 
ended 30th June, 1903, there were 1,218 additiollal in-door 
patients admitted, of whom 1,100 were discharged relieved, 
113 died, and 89 remained at the close of the veal'. The 
attendances of out-door patients for the year i-ere 7'7,895. 
'rhe total attendances of out-door patients since the foundation 
were ~)32,350, alld of in-door patients, treated 18,969. The 
hospital is situated in Rathdown, Pelham, and Drummond 
Streets, Carlton, and connected with the institution is a con
valescent home at Brighton Beach, containing 21 cots. The 
number of convalescent childn~n pa"sing thr'ough this estab
lishment during the year 1902-3 was 297. 

The Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital deals not only with E.,e and Ear 

the diseases which, as the name of the institution implies, fall HospItaL 

to be treated there, but also 'Ivi1h diseases in parts adjacent 
to the eye and ear, viz., the nose, pharynx, nuso-pharynx, and 
1arynx. Thus classes of ailments are treated in this institu-
tion which not only are the cause of extreme suffering in them-
selves, but also, when unchecked, the means of producing 
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much helplessness and poverty, arising from deafness, blind
ness, &c., and entailing a heavy burden on the community. It 
places within the reach of all persons, without distinction of 
creed or country, every attainable means for the relief or cure 
of diseases of the eye and ear. The patients treated are dis
tributed throughout the whole Stat~Bairnsdale and Omeo in 
the east, Oasterton and Ooleraine in the west, and Echuca and 
Mildura on the Murray, as well as almost every other centre 
of importance, contributing to the cases treated. The in
patients received during 1903 numbered 759, making, with 
54 in the institution at the commencement of the year, a total 
of 813 treated. The patients discharged numbered 775, of 
whom 719 were s,tated to be cured or relieved, and 56 to be in
curable. Besides these, there were 5,623 out-patients treated, 
129 of this number being from the other States and New Zea
land. The hospital buildings are sit1lated on a fine site in 
Victoria Parade, East Melbourne. 

The number of cases admitted to lunatic asylums during 
the year 1903 was 766, the number discharged recovered was 
324, and relieved 48. The number of patients remaining in 
the asylums on the 31st December, 1903, was 4,570, or a pro
portion of 1 in every 264 of the population, as compared with 
4,547, or 1 in every 265 of the population, in the preceding 
year. Of those discharged recovH'ed in 1903, as many as 75 
per cent. had been in the asylums for less than 12 months, 
15 per cent. from 1 to 2 years, and 7 per cent. from 2 to 5 years. 
After this length of time in the asylums recoveries are not at 
all likely to take place. Of those who died, 32 per cent. had 
not been resident 12 months, 30 per cent. from 1 to 5 years, l:~ 
'per cent. from 5 to 10 years, 8 per cent. from 10 to 15 years, 
5 per cent. from 15 to 20 years, 6 pel' cent. from 20 to 25 year'l, 
and about 6 per cent. were in longer than 25 years. rrhese 
facts tend to show that mortality is heavy during the early 
stages of treatment, and that the death rate amongst those 
inmates who have a lengthened asylum residence is very light, 
and no doubt this result generally aids in making the large 
asylum population to which attention has been repeatedly 
dir·ected. 

Admi"io s, REnre the opening of the first asylum in 1848 up to the 
~~~hi~';7f~,'ic end of 1903, 32,691 persons have been admitted, viz., 18,765 
asylums. males, and 13,926 females. The proportion who recovered WHf; 
184Sto 1903. 29 t f 1 h'l t 4 d ' per cent. of males, and 33 per cen of ema es, w 1 s an 

6 per cent. respectively were relieved, 21 per cent. and 22 p(:r 
cent. (including transfers) were not improved, 33 and 23 per 
cent. died, and 13 and 16 per cent. respectively still remain 
under rare in the institutions. 
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The number of lunatics in the different Australian Lunatics in 

St t d ·1\T Z 1 d d th . t· Australw. a es an .1., ew ea an , an elr prop or IOn to the total and New 

population of each State on 31st December, 1902, were:- Zealand. 

Victoria 
Queensland 
New Zealand ... 
New South Wales 
South Australia 
Taslnania 

NUMBER OF LUNATICS IN STATES. 

State or Colony. 

Number of Lunatics on 31st 
December, 1902. 

Total. I Per 100,000 of 
Population. 

4,547 
1.813 
2,848 
'1,673 

Western Australia (19\Jl~) ____ . 

891 
,.41 
340 

375 
355 
853 
332 
271 
249 
175 

--------'------_._----

The recoveries of patients in the Victorian lunatic asylums neeoverie. 

in 1902 were above the average of the 21 years ended with ?f lunatics 

1902, the proportion in that year being 4,497 per 10,000 ad- ;:~:\~~~~a. 
mitted, as compared with 4,051 in the period stated. The 
proportion of recoveries in 1902 was higher than in any other 
Australian State, with the exception of Tasmania. 

RECOVERIES. 
Recoveries per Recoveries per 

10,000 Admissions. 10,000 Admissions. 
'fasmania 4,625 New South Wales 3,991 
Victoria 4,497 Queensland 3,864 
South Australia 4,476 Western Australia (1901) 3,830 

The mortality of lunatic asylum patients was higher in Deaths of 

Victoria in 1902 than in any of the other States with the lunatie~ in 
. f S h A • • h f 1 AustralIa exceptIOn 0 out ~'iustralia. ThIS WIll be seen by t e 01 ow- and New 

ing figures:- Zealand. 

DEATHS. 
Deaths per 10,000 

Resident Paticuts. 
South Australia 1,076 
Victoria 763 
:New South Wales 718 
Western Australia (1901) 681 

Tasmania 
New Zealand 
Queensland 

Deatils per 10,000 
Resident Patients. 

641 
623 
505 

There are seven of these instH utions in the State; situated, Benevolent 
. one at Ballarat, Bendigo, Beechworth, and Castlemaine, the asylums. 

remaining three being in Melbourne. The number of inmates 
on the 1st July, 1902, was 2,437; the number admitted during 
the year 1,452; the total discharged, cured, relieved, or other-
wise, and died, was 1,448; leaving under care on 30th June, 
1903, in all the institutions, 2,441. The Government grant-in-
aid for the year 1902-3 was £21,220; from municipalities a sum 
of £1,120 was received; private contributions amounted to 
£3,165; proceeds of entertainments, £1,142; legacies, bequests·, 
and special donations, £2,663; Hospital Sunday collections, 
£1,037; payments by patients, £1,875; interest on moneys in· 
vested, £2,462; from all other sources, £1,172 was received; 
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making a total income of £35,856. The expenditure was 
£34,667. At the close of the year the assets of the institutions 
amounted to £1,159; the liabilities to £4,154; and the endow
ment funds to £62,302. 'fhere are nine othu benevolent insti
tutions carried on in connection with general hospitals situate 
at Ararat, Daylesford, Geelong, Humilton, :Maldon, Port Fairy, 
Portland, Stawell, and 'Varrnambool. 

Seventy-seven benevolent or philanthropic societies fur
nished returns for the year ended 30th June, 1903. These 
associations are for the relief of distressed or indigent persons, 
and are generally managed by ladies. The names of two of 
the societies indicate their connection with the Jewish body, 
but no distinctive denomination is perceptible in the titles of 
any of the others, with the exception of the Central Methodist 
Mission, and Church of England Seamen's Mission. The 
distinct adult individuals relieved during the year numbered 
about 15,578; the receipts amount ed to £16,483, of which £5,9fJO 
was from Government and £10,523 from private sources; and 
the expenditure to £20,140. ' 

COJlvales- In addition to the hospitals, there were two Convalescent 
centhom,s_ Homes--one for men, situated at Cheltenham, and the other 

for women at Clayton-with accommodation for fi1 inmates. 
The number of inmates at the beginning of the year 1902-3 was 
31; 1,126 were admitted, and 1,117 were discharged during 
the year, and 43 remained under care on the 30th June, 1903. 

Free (lis- Two free dispensaries furnished returns for 1903-the 
pelbal';eS_ Collingwood and Fitzroy Free Medical Dispensary, and the 

Richmond General Dispensary. The individuals treated 
during the year ended 30th June, 1903, numbered 5,265. The 
visits to or by these persons numbered 19,512. The total 
receipts amounted to £602, of which £180 was from Govern
ment and £422 from other sources. The total expenditure 
was £703. 

Orphan There are seven of these establishments in the State re
asylum;_ ceiving aid from the Government-situated at Ballarat, Gee

long, and Melbourne. 'l'he number of children under care on 
the 1st ,Tuly, 1902, was 1,123; the number admitted during the 
12 months was 359; the total discharged and died, 309; leaving 
under care on 30th J nne, 1903, 1,173. This shows overcrowd
ing to a very slight extent, as the accommodation for beds is 
only 1,083. The total receipts of these establishments was 
£19,914, and the expendaure was £19,564. At the close of the 
year, the managing bodies of the various institutions report 
the assets to be £555; liabilities, £2,933; and the endowment 

Broad
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Foundlin o' 

Hospital.'" 

, or other special funds, £46,586. 
'fhis hospital was established on the 1st April, 1901. The 

original cost of the buildings was £2,200, and £557 has been 
expended since that time in additions and improvements. The 
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institution is supported chiefly by donations and collections. It is managed by the Sisters of St. Joseph, whose aim is to protect infant life, procure suitable homes for the childreu, and afford shelter to destitute mothers. '1'he present condition of the establishment is satiEfuciory. 

1'here were at the end of 1903 three industrial and ten Inelu-trial I'eformatory schools in the State, one of the former being a "lid re· 
fOnll:ttory servants' training school. 'rhe State industrial schools are "'hook used merely as reeeiving depOts, the children being sent as 

SOOB as possible after commitment to the schools either to foster homr.,s, or to private farm reformatories partly supported by the State. Many of the inmates of the State reformatories are either placed with friends or licensed out. The wards of the State on 31st December, 1903, numbered D,3Gl, and in addition, there Wtre 41 others free from legal control, who, being incapacitated, were maintained by the Rtate. Of the total number under control, only 316 are de· scribed as reformatory children; 192 of tlles-e were in reforma-tory schools, G4 were maintaining themselves at service, 54 were placed with relatives without cost to the State, 3 were in hospitals, and 3 were inmates of gaols. The balance, 5,045, are described as neglected children, of whom 8,363 were boarded out in foster homes, 767 were maintaining themselves at service, 771 were living with relatives without cost to tIlt' the State, 134 were inmates of institutions for neglected children, 9 were in hospitals" and 1 in gaol. 
The welfare of the children boarded out is cared for by Childrell hr)Ilorary c01l1mitiees, who send reports to the department as to boarded 

(lut, L\:e. their general condition. The rate paid by the Government to persons accepting charge of these children is five shillings per week for eaeh child. Children from. either industrial or reformatory schools may be placed with friends on probation, without wages, or at serviee. '1'he number of children boarded out at the end of 1903 was 3,363, as against 3,753 in 1902, 3,701 in 1901, 3,331 in 1900, and 3,1Ul in 1899; the number plaeed with friends on probation was 825 in 1903, as against 825 in 1902, 780 in 1901, 719 in 1900, and 689 in 1899; and the number at serviee or apprC'ntieed, 831 in 1903, as against 815 in 1902, 851 in 1901, 842 in 1900, and 820 in 1899. 
The eireumstances leading to the commitment of these children arc as follow, the particulars having been obtained from the orders ;-The total number of children plaeed under control in the sehools in 1903 Wi s 480, and in only 208, or 4::1 per eent. of the whole, were the parents held to be blameable -the father in 150, the mother in 34, and both parents in 24 cases. There were 272 eases in whieh the parents were held to be blameless; in 108 the father was dead and the mother poor, but of good charaeter; in 20 both parents. were dead; 
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in 55 the parents were alive, but, though held to be of good 
character, were too poor to support their children; in 27 the 
father was poor and the mother dead; in 33 both parents we1't~ 
the victims of misfortune; in 7 the parents were unknown; in 
10 the father was unknown and the mother dead; and in l~ 
the father was unknown and the mother unable, through sick
ness or povcrty, to maintain her offspring. 

The Government expenditure for the maiJ;ltenance of 
neglected children amounted in 1903 to £56,839, and for 
reformatory school children to £6,380; the expenses of ad
ministration amounted to £4,172, making a total gross ex
penditure of £67,391. A sum of £1,226 was received from 
parents for maintenance, and £54 from other sources, making 
the net expenditure £66,111. The average number of neglected 
children under supervision during the year was 5,250, of this 
total, 3,547 were maintained in foster homes at an average 
annual cost per head to the State of £14 9s. lOd., 79 were in 
Government receiving depots at £35 11s. 7d. per head, and no 
were in private industrial schools costing £14 9s. 7d. per head; 
765 were at service earning their own living, and 76B were 
with relatives and others at no cost to the State. The average 
number of reformatory wards under supervision during the 
year was 330., Of this number, 212 were maintained in private 
schools at an average annual cost per head of £30 1s. 11d., 6,1 
were at service earning their OWl!. living, and 54 were with 
relatives at no cost to the State. The average net cost per 
head of neglected and reformatory school children who were 
maintained by the State during the year was £16 16s. 7d. 

The objects of the Victorian Infant Asylum and Found
ling Hospital are the prevention of infanticide, the saving of 
infant life from the many evils arising from baby-farming, and 
the rescuing of motherS' of illegitimate children from further 
degradation. Every child admitted must be brought by the 
mother 01' some authorized person, who must enter the child's 
name and the date of birth in a register kept for the purpose, 
and must undertake to contribute something towards its 
support. During the year ended 30th June, 1903, the number 
of infants admitted was 57, besides which 58 were under the 
care of the institution at the commencement of the year. The 
number who died during the year was 7; 34 were discharged or 
adopted; and 10 were boarded out; thus the number remaining 
under the control of the institution at the end of the year was 
64, of whom 39 were boarded out. Besides the infants, there 
were 59 mothers under the care of the institution during the 
year, of whom 4·1 were discharged, and 15 remained at the 
close of the year. The receipts during the year amounted to 
£1,252, of which £585 was from Government, and £667 from 
private sources; and the expenditure was £1,273. During the 
year, 81 applications for the admission of infants had to be 
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refused for want of accommodation. Plans for a new building 
have been approved of, and the committee hope that before 
long a new wing will be added, which will give accommodation 
to a larger number. 

The general objects of thes(; institutions are-(l) '1'0 pro- Refuccs for 

vide a refuge for women who have fallen into vice and who ;~\~~:\I~Il. 
are desirous of return to the paths of virtue; (2) to reclaim 
such women from evil courses and fit them to become useful 
members of society; (3) to assist in procuring situations 
or in other ways providing for them on leaving the institu-
tions. At the present time these refuges are nine in number, 
and are all situated in or near large centres of population. 
A Commission, which made an investigation of these charities 
in 1891, expres'sed opinion that there was waste of energy and 
funds in their management anc1. maintenance, and that they 
might be advantageously worked together with economy and 
efficiency. The Commission advocated the removal of all the 
inmates to one central establishment in the country where the 
general surroundings would be more home like, and thereby 
tend to further the reformation of the women. Nothing has, 
however, been done in this direction up to the pres·ent time. 
During the year endeG 30th June, 1903, the Government subsi-
dised these establishments to the extent of £2,084; in addition, 
they received £62 aid from the municipalities; £903 from private 
contributions; £32 from Hospital Sunday and church collec-
tions; £571 from legacies, bequests, and special donations; 
£10,404 from the labour of the inmates; £107 contributions 
on behalf of patients; and £302 from all other sources; makin g 
a total of £14,465. '1'he total expenditure was £16,589, made 
up of £3,227 buildings and extraordinary repairs, £476 ordinary 
repairs, and £12,886 mai11tenance of inmates and miscellaneous 
expenditure. 

There were 835 female inmates in these institutions during 
the year ended 30th June, 1903; 26 were in the Ballarat Home, 
18 in the Bendigo Rescue Home, 84 in the Elizabeth Fry Re
treat, South Yarra, 16 in the Geelong Female Refuge, 458 in 
the Magdalen Asylum at Abbotsford, 52 in the Carlton Refuge, 
75 in the South Yarra Home, 84 in the 'femporary Home for 
Fallen and Friendless "Vomen, at Collingwood, and 22 in thl~ 
House of Mercy, at Cheltenham. In addition, there were 91 
children in the institutions with their mothers; 8 at Ballarat, 
!) at Bendigo, 7 at Geelong, 39 at Carlton, 1 at South Yarra 
Home, and 27 at Collingwood. During the year, 14 childreu 
were born in the Ballarat Home and 6 at Geelong. The total 
number under care in all the institutions on 30th June, 1903. 
was 492 women and 49 ohildren. 161 women and 16 children 
were either placed in service or restored to friends; 3 women 
were married; 106 women (one accompanied by a child) left 
voluntarily; 17 were expelled for misconduct; 19 women and 
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3 children were sent to other institutions; homes were found 
for 9 children; 20 women and 15 children left otherwise; and 
17 women and 18 children died during the year. The total 
discharges numbered 343 women and 62 children. 

The women while under care in these institutions are ex· 
pected to work to the best of their ability, a suitable share of 
labour being allotted to each. Laundry work is the chief 
means of providing employment, whilst sewing, art needle· 
work, embroidery, &c., also provide occupation to a limited 
extent. 

At Dr. Singleton's Night Shelters, Collingwood, 15,422 
case& were accommodated during the year 1902·3, viz., 8,797 
men, 6,324 women, and 301 children. The expenses were £88, 
which were defrayed out of the "General Charity Fund," but 
there were also numerous contributions in the shape of food. 
This charity is truly a boon. affording as' it does a clean quiet 
haven of rest for the homeless, after the weariness of a day 
out of doors. 

The Victorian Society for the Protection of Animals has 
been established for about 30 years. By the enforcement of 
the existing laws, and the procuring of such further legis· 
lation as may be deemed expedient, it seeks to prevent wanton 
and unnecessary cruelty. The creation of a wholesome and 
enlightened public opinion is also aimed at, since it is recog· 
nized that to excite and sustain such opinion regarding man's 
duty to the lower animals is even of greater force than the 
law, particularly in those clas.ses of cases wh.ere pain and 
suffering may actually be caused in ignorance, and where 
consequently a little more knowledge of animal& would result 
in the diminution of the unconscious practice of cruelty. To 
this end, papers and leaflets dealing with the proper, humane, 
and considerate treatment of animals are widely distributed. 
Honorary agents of the society are appointed in the principal 
centres, and these, by disinterested ser-vice in the cause of 
mercy, under the supervision and in co· operation with the 
secretary and inspector in Melbourne, forward the work of 
the institution in every portion of the State. During the year 
ended 30th June, 1903, 774 cases were dealt with by the 
society, of which 541 were conGected with cruelty to horses. 
There were 117 prosecutions ir. cases of deliberate cruelty, 
in nearly all of which the law was vindicated by the punish· 
ment of the offenders. The receipts for the year amounted 
to £428, and the expenditure to £436. 

Since 1872 a society has been in existence for the purpose 
of affording assistance to discharged prisoners, and offering 
them inducements to return to the paths of honesty and in· 
dustry. Relief is afforded by gifts of money, clothes, blankets, 



Social COlldition. 111 

and other necessaries, railway passes, and various kinds of 
tools of trade; and those who desire it are supplied for a time 
with board and lodging in Melbourne, or are provided with 
means to go into the interior, or to leave the State. The 
society also takes charge of and distributeR the sums earned 
by the prisoners> whilst under detention. The work is aided 
by honorary correspondents in country centres. Very valu· 
able aid is given in connection with the moral reformation 
of the young offender. The improvement of the hardened 
criminal is a matter of great difficulty, but the society is 
valuable help to those who have not become confirmed in 
careers of crime and wrong doing, and minimises, the tend· 
encies of drifting into the criminal class of those who have 
formed vicious and evil habits. The number of individuals 
relieved in 1902-3 was 580. The receipts W€fe £831, including 
grants from the Government, the Penal Department, and 
private sources; and the expenditure was £749. 

This association was established in Victoria in 1883. Its St .. John's 

objects are to instruct all classes in the preliminary treatment !:~~1~1i'~'~ 
of the sick and injured. Since the inception of the association, 
its influence has· been steadily increasing, and the number of 
people instructed is growing larger every day. The total 
number who have been instructed to date is 13,678; the num· 
ber of persons who are fully qualified is 656; 2,047 railway 
employes and 553 members of the police force have been 
specially educated in the work; and 7,943 certificates and 
medallions have been issued. An ambulance waggon is 
stationed at the back of the Grand Hotel, Spring Street, which 
may be summoned when required. Ashford litters are also 
provided for the use of the public in cases of accident in the 
city and suburbs, and first aid is generally rendered by trained 
firemen. 

OLD AGE PENSIONS. 

An Act to provide for the payment of old age pensions Old ai[e 

was pal;sed in 1900. The minimum age of a pensioner is 65 penSlUns 

.vears, but pensions may be granted to persons under that 
age if they have been permanently disabled through having 
hpE'n engaged in mining or any unhealthy or hazardous occupa-
tlon. The period of residence in the State required to entitle 
a person to a pension is 20 years, five of which must be con
tinuous and immediately preceding the application. A person 
who has deserted, without just cause, wife, husband, or 
children, for a period of 12 months in the preceding five years, 
is debarred from pension rights. The absence of serious 
criminal taint, to the extent of not having been imprisoned 
for periods amounting to five years during the whole qualifying 
period of residence, or to six months or upwards in the pre
ceding five years, is insisted upon. Three convictions for 
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drunkenness during the preceding 'two years is a disqualifica
tion. An applicant must be a British subject by birth, or a 
naturalized subject of not less than six months' standing, but 
Chinese and Asiatics, whether naturalized or not, and 
Aborigines are excluded. Relatives may be summoned to 
show cause why they do not support applicants for pensions, 
and may be ordered to do so. Originally the maximum pension 
was lOs. per week, but in the Amending Act of 1901 it was re
duced to 8s. per week. 12,417 puosons were entitled to receive 
pensions on 30th June, 1903. Between 1st July and 31st 
December, 1903, 515 pensions WEre granted to new applicants 
and 8 pensions were restored; 343 pensions were cancelled 
and 557 pensioners died, leaving 12,040 pensioners on 31st 
December, 1903, of whom 5,147 were resident in Melbourne and 
suburbs; 827 in Ballarat ana district; 600 in Bendigo and 
distHct; 367 in Geelong; 151 in Maryborough; 148 in Dayles· 
ford; 141 in Warrnambool; and the remainder are scattered 
throughout the other districts of the State. The following are 
the amounts paid since the inception of the system on 1st 
January, 1901, viz.:-

In 1900-01 
1901-02 
1902-03 .. 

From 1st July, 1903, to 31st December, 1903 

£129,338 
292.432 
215,973 
104,271 

Total £742,014 

Proportion The following statement shows the proportion of persons, 
~fo~°J;,u~~d aged 65 years and upwards, to the population in the three 
upwards States paying old age pensions, also the proportion drawing old 
receiving • d h 1 tt h old age age penSIOns, an t e percentage of the a er to t e former:-
pensions in 

fi:~~~:;;~L' PROPORTION RECEIVING OLD AGE PENSIONS. 
and New 
Zealand. 

Pensions 
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Number ill Every 10,000 Persons. I Proportion of thos 
State or Colony. Eligible on an Age I Receiving Basis receiving 65 and Upwards. Old Age Pensions. Pensfons. 

-------
1901. 1902. Per Cent. 

Vict,oria ... ... . .. 552 117 21 
New South Wales ... . .. 344 166 48 
New Zealand (including Maoris) 414 157 38 

It thus appears that New South Wales is paying pensions 
to almost half of those eligible to receive them under the age 
qualification, New Zealand to nearly two-fifths, but in Victoria 
only about a fifth of those so qualified are the recipients of 
this character of State aid. 

CHARITY ORGANISATION SOCIETY. 

This society has been well to the fore iu regard to the 
establishment of labour colonips. That at Leongatha was 
founded by the advice and with the assistance of the society 
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ten years ago. Such institutions are regarded as a valuable 
resource for. effectively assisting certain classes of the un
employed in adverse times and seasons. Although the Leon
gatha colony has not been altogether a success, it is hoped 
that future efforts will be benefited by the knowledge of the 
errors that attended its experimental establishment, and the 
Charity Organisation Society has been instrumental jn 
securing the continuation of the colony until another has been 
founded and equipped. The lack of suitable employment for 
the poor is met by the employment office of the society, 
through which a large number of persons have been given 
work, permanent in some cases and temporary in others, which 
otherwise would not have reached them. 

By T. C. ~lACKLEY, ESQ., SECRETARY. 

A Charity Organisation Society has been established ill 
Melbourne since 1887, its objects being :-(1) Promotion of 
co-operation in charitable work; (2) adequate inquiry into all 
applications for assistance; (3) distribution of immediate relief 
in kind pending inquiry or arrangements with existing 
charities; (4) compilation of records of all cases for facility of 
reference; (5) administration of a loan fund; (6) maintenance 
of a wood-yard or other labour test, so that the means of earn
ing food and shelter shall be opened to all applicants able to 
work; (7) to encourage charitable work where and in so far as 
no suitab~e society exists; (8) discouragement of indiscriminate 
alms-giving, imposture, and professional mendicity; (9) en
couragement of charitable work in localities where no suitable 
societies are in existence. The society is managed by an 
executive committee elected by a council empowered to make 
rules and regulations for the conduct of its business. This 
council consists of a representative of each of the charities, 
and of twenty members elected at an annual meeting of sub
scribers of the society. The income of the year ended 30th 
June, 1903, was :-General account (for administration ex
penses)-Receipts, £615; expenditure, £777. Trust Account 
(being donations for special applicants and objects)-Receipts, 
£586; expenditure, £546. Emergency Relief Account-Receipts, 
£131; expenditure, £85. 'V"oodyard-Receipts, £420; expendi
ture, £420. The number of cases dealt with during the year 
was 1,294, of which the new cases investigated were 745, the. 
result of the inquiry being that 616 were set down as' being 
satisfactory and 129 as unsatisfactory. The society claims 
to have prevented a large amount of imposture, to have re
lieved subscribers of the annoying feeling that their benevo· 
lence was often wasted on unworthy objects, and to have 
stimulated and directed the flow of charity. Especially good 
work has been done in cases where employment has been 
fou.:J.d for those who, without the society's aid, might have 
degenerated into permanent burdens on public or private 
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charity, and in the large number of cases in which relatives 
of indigent persons have been induced to recognise natural 
claims in a community where no legal obligation is entailed 
by relationship other than that of husband to wife and of 
parent to infant. The woodyard is a very practical part of 
the society's work. It affords a test of the sincerity of men 
who ask help on the ground that they cannot get )vork; and 
it gives temporary worl~ to those who really need it. 

AUSTRALIAN HEALTH SCOIETY. 

By J. G. BURI~OWS, ESQ., SECRETARY. 

An Australian Health Society was established in Mel
bOllrne in 1875. It consists of about 300 members, and is 
managed by a president, two vice-presidents, a treasurer, two 
seeretaries (one being a lady), and fifteen members of council. 
Its objects are:-(l) To create and educate public opinion with 
regard to sanitary matters in general, by the aid of the plat
form, the press, and other suitable means; (2) to induce and 
assist people, by personal influence, example, and encourage
ment, to live in accordance with the recognized laws whereby 
health is maintained and disease is prevented; (3) to seek re
moval of all noxious influences deleterious to public health, 
and to influence and facilitate legislation in that direction. 
To effect these objects, the society distributes pamphlets, tracts, 
and wall sheets, bearing upon the preservation of health; 
maintains a lending library of specially selected works for the 
use of members; and arranges for the delivery of pUblic 
lectures annually in Melbourne ard suburbs. In pursuance 
of the plan of testing the work done in the inculcation of 
health and temperance lessons in the State schools>, an ex
amination was arranged to be held, with the concurrence of 
the Minister of Public Instruction, on 16th September, 1903, 
of pupils (over 11 ye'lrs of age) attending the schools in the 
m€tropolitan district. Of those pupils who presented them
selves for examination, 75 received the Health Society's certi
ficate. These examinations are conducted annually by the 
council of the society, alternately in the metropolitan and 
country schools. At the previous examination, in the metro
politan district, 658 pupils competed, of whom 37 pel' cent. 
passed. No pecuniary aid is received from the Government, 
the work of the society being carried on by subscriptions 
ranging from 5s. pel' annum upwards. 

VICTORIAN DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE. 

By JOHN ADCOCK, ESQ., SUPERINTENDENT. 

The Victorian Deaf and Dumb Institution occupies a site 
fln the St. Kilda Road. At the beginning of the year there 
were 70 pupils on the roll. During the year 5 new pupils 
were admitted and 8 were discharged, thus leaving the number 



Social Condition. 115 

of pupils on the 30th June, 1903, 67 (32 boys and 35 girls). 
Since the year 1862, when the institution was fairly launched, 
there have been received into it over 422 children, 355 of whom 
have been discharged, most of them being capable of main
taining themselves. The combined oral and manual system 
of teaching, which is used in the majority of similar insti
tutions throughout the world, is also used here, with most 
satisfaci:or.Y results. In addition to the ordinary school work, 
many of the boys are taught gardening and bootmaking, and 
the girls domestic duties. The total receipts for the year 
were £3,095 (th(~ sum allotted out of the charitable vote being 
£820). Bequests amounting to £500 were received, £400 of 
which was added to the endowment account; the total to the 
credit of which fund i:;} now £12,029, most of which is invested 
in Government stock, the interest only being used for main
tenance purposes. 

ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 

By J. THURSTON HOGARTH, ESQ., SUPERINTENDENT AND SECRE1'AUY. 

The Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind occupies a Institute for 

site on the St. KiIda-road, Melbourne. The institution is Blind. 

strictly undenominational in its character, and its objects are 
to give a suitable scholastic and religious education to the 
young blind of the State, and to teach them trades or pro
fessions by means of which they may earn an independent 
livelihood. It is further intended, as far as the exigencies 
of trade will permit, to give employment in its industrial de· 
partment to blind people, who, having completed their term 
of training, may be unable to get work elsewhere. This, 
however, is restricted to the demand for the goods made. The 
institute is not in any sense a benevolent asylum for the 
indigent blind, who can not only be maintained cheaper, but 
can be better cared for in the ordinary institutions for the 
care of the destitute. The scholastic education is similar to 
that in the State schools, varied only in the apparatus and 
means employed; and examinations are held annually by the 
Education department, the percentage gained at the last being 
]00. :Music is an important part of the education of the blind, 
and those who display exceptional talent are trained for the 
musical profession, and the skill of the pupils is utilised as 
means of raising revenue for the institution by means of 
concerts and band performances in various parts of the State. 
In the industrial branch, pupils are trained in the trades of 
brush, basket, mat, and matting making, the period of train-
ing varying from two to five years; and employment is then 
given to non-resident ex-pupils, who are paid wages at piece
\york rates ruling in the various trades. Some less proficient 
workers have their wages supplemented by a bonus. Its 
outside workers are assisted in times of sickness by "The 
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Blind vYorkers' Sick Benefit Societv." Its funds are maill
tained by weekly contributions by its members, and it is 
subsidised by a grant from the board of management equal 
to the amount of the members' contributions. This society is 
managed by a committee of its members, assisted by the princi
pal of the institution, and the accountant, who acts as honorary 
treasurer. There is now no debt on the institution. The 
total number of pupils and workers on the roll is 96; classified 
as follows :-Resident pupils, 54:; day pupils, 2; joumeymen 
and non-resident workers, 40. 

ROYAL HUMA~E SOOIETY OF AUS'l'RALASIA. 

By WILLUM HAMILTON, ESQ., SECRETARY. 

The Royal Humane Society of Australasia was established 
in 1874 under the name of "The Victorian Humane Societv." 
Its objects are as follow:-(l) To bestow rewards on all ,vho 
promptly risk their own lives to save those of their fellow
creatures. (2) To provide assistance, as far as it is in the 
power of the society, in all cases of apparent death occurring 
in any part of Australasia. (3) To restore the apparently. 
drowned or dead, and to distinguish by rewards all who, 
through skill and perseverance, are, under Providence, success
ful. (4) To collect and circulate information regarding the 
most approved methods and the best apparatus to be used 
for such purpose·s. During the year ended 30th June, 1903, 
65 applications for awards were investigated, with the result 
that 21 certificates and 9 bronze medals were granted. 'l'hp 
receipts during the year amounted to £540, and the expenditure 
to £478. The institution has placed and maintains 430 life
buoys at various places on the coast, rivers, lakes, and reser
voirs throughout all the Australian States' and Fiji. Of the 
honorary awards distributed in 1902-3, 17 were for deeds of 
bravery performed in Victoria, 5 for similar acts in New 
Routh vVales, B in Queensland, 3 in New Zealand, and 1 in 
'Vestem Australia. The society has 146 honorary corre
spondents, residing as' follow, viz. :-45 in Victoria, 34 in New 
South 'Yales, 26 in New Zealand, 25 in Queensland, 8 in Tas
mania, 3 in South Australia, and 5 in Western Australia. 
Owing to the appointment of these gentlemen and to the 
awards made by the society appearing to give complete satis
faction throughout the States, there is no urgency for forming 
local branches of the society in the other States. 

Swimming competitions have been inaugurated in the 
schools of the Commonwealth, and awards of medals and certi
ficates are made to those pupils who attain proficiency in 
exercises which have special reference to saving life from 
drowning. 




